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'. T Aether the Divine Service, or Litargy(as from AF. 13, 2. 
244 * '” 'we may .conceive it''to' have! been anciently cermed as it 
kat beet in'all Ages lince)- of the Chriſtians, hath 'not, from alfAnti- 
quity; been diſtinguiſhed into two. Parts: The firſt, conſiſting of Read- 
ing of the Scriptures, and Explication thereof; or Exhortation to. the 
Pcople, with ſbime fewhore' Prayers; called, The Service of the Carechny- 
ment; The other confifting principally 'of a; Selma: 2emorial of. the 
Puſſiok of ox? Baview, repreſented befote rheFiither, as,the great Pro- 
pitiation for/the Sins of the whole World; with Thauk(ſsivings, and, Pray- 
crs for the Cathalick Chniteh,/artlall Mankind, far:the particular Church, 
ad People? of all- Orders and Degrees, where /it was celebrated, and 
for all the NeCeflaries of humane Life; called, 7he Service of the Faith- 
fal; 16 Which the Carechamens and Peniccnts were. not :4dmitted,: but 
were excluded? 20. av Laws oinoifleG nf ound act 49 ny 
2: Whetherthis latter-Pajt, calted;-7he Serwice of the: Faithfol, hath 
not beentetained-arid celebrated iniall Churches of the World fromthe 
Apoſtles Times 'to this Day (except thoſe called Reformed) as the Pc- 
culiar and: moſt ſolemn Part of. the Chviſtian-Worſhip, daily -where 
they hadany daily Worthip, (as in moſt great Churches they had) from 
whence" had-rhe riame of Sacrifitinm quotidiangm; in others, three.or 
four timE&m the Week; and in all, every. Lorids Day ?.and thereſt with- 
out it be any more than the Service of Catechumens and-Penitenrs ?. 
- 3. Whether there be ary plain Evidence or Appearance in- the Holy - 
Scripture,'of any ſolemn Afﬀembly of Chriſtians in the Apoſtles times 
where'this ſacred Rire was nor uſed ; or that anypreſent at anyſach_ 
Aſſembly; where: it was uſed;/did ever depart without Communion or 
Crain ?7 And whether 'the Sacred Hiſtory, 4#. 20, 7. relating 
that che Diſciples. came ropether tobreak Bread, as the End and Occaſion 
of that famous Aflembly of the Chriſtians at Treas, though Pax), ſo 
eminentarn Apoſtle, was then t6 Preach there, and to Preach his Fare- 
well Sermon, doth not thereby ſignify or imply, that, that was notwith- 
fraridingthe-prihcipal Buſineſs of that, and fuch ſettled Aflembles? And 
Fry Ros A | St. 
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Jo. Taub hirnſeth, 


es} a 
fions, 0 »"I2, I6. Þ 1 GO: 4 F & >; 
4. Whetherby ancient C may eBeirafe , Wo came to Church- 
and heard theScriptures; $46 obligUtb 3 Botemh Service of 
the Faithful and @ammungzage,,under the Penaltyof Exco ication ?-- 
5: Whether thete: as pver any D TT-150 Ether/all the 
Fairhfutought {0 Coffirttfhrſielt tvery Da paths, df; re was. 
a daily Celebration) till the rime of St, Augaſtine?: And whether. 
many did tot confitte; todoſarhen 2 4? 4G} 3 1 ET 
6. Whether this' moſt Holy, Solegean, and Peculiar. Worſhip of the 
Faithful} Chriſtians be not, being duly 'performed,. moſt highly. Honoar+ 
able to the Father, by Solema Worſhip. and Recognition of him,” as. the 
Soveraign Lord of the Univerſe z and aiſo to the Sov, by like Solemn 
Worfhip and Recognition of him, as eur:Lord and. Redeemer, and, thax - 
we are all:his Purehaſed Servants; and; to;jthe Holy-Ghoſt,,iby whoſe 
Preſence and Viftue all Sacred Qperations-aze pexfeted?..And more> 
over of very great Benefit 120- the Sow ls'. of »t he: Faithful: duly. difpoſtd, 
by a Commiinication of Divine Virtue to them#=> {4 
2.. Wherher what ſome:Learned Men;haye rightly abſcrved 4 poſteri-- 
ors, mann of Fad, _ pres a tg and vented more 
Malixe againſt thii- Holy Rite, than againſt auy other part of the Ghriſfts- 
an Reli - except Kay $2 of hy Holy Tecmit ” be Trad vb | 
_— Conſiderations a pritr:; fron the Nature: of the-thing 4. from the 
onour: and Worſhip therein: performed to the Father, and to-aur Sa- 
viour, and ts the Holy-Ghoft ; and the Benefits communicated toHu- 
mane Solils ; bur more. eſpecially, becauie therein that Paſſion of our 
Saviour, which the Devil had ma'iciouſly procured, is ſolemnly Ha- 
noured ant repreſented before the Father, as the-great Prophzation for 
the Sins of the whole World, roarhe Confuſion of that Proud,: Malicious, . 
and Ervious Spirit ? "Jn F:; 1% 10995 5 Se $F4; 24a 
B. Whether great Elevation of. Soul and-Devotion to.Ged, and En- 
largement of Souls in mutual Charity of one to another, being proncs-. 
pal Benefits ordinarily cormmunicered to:Sanls dulydifſpoſed in; the fre- 
quent and Reverend -Uſ.of thus: mY 'Sacrament, -Deprivatian. of 
theſe Penthits, ant] inſtead thereat, Nifſentiong; Contentions, and: Ani- 
moſes, and Decay of-Piety,,and>over-ſpreading of Wickednels, may 
not be juſt and deſerved Puniſhments: of the Negle@Q. of ſo great a 
Duty and Solemn Worſhip, and of {6 Holy Means, for/the obtaining of 
thoſe Benefits ? and nay not cherefore reaſonably. be. believed, to be 
Special Jud; ments of Ged for the ſame, ,when/'we fee them-follow Noto- 
rious Neglect thereof at no great/Diſtance ? 9, Whe- 
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© 4 Whethet"Merelore NeyW#?' be'P 
Eburches, When Cho frm) Dita vehemently againff it; both at 


Antiochand C onſt ant inople, nay not reaſonably bebelievedt to hiave'been 
ſi ay. bes ra Ae Special 'Fndfement of God aid Maliceof the De. 
v 


vilgetting Advantage thereupon, by rhe DiviFons ard Confulions which - 
wel there not Tong after His Death, and” continucd till almoſt all* the 


Eaftern Chitrches wete firſt over-fpread with them; and at laſt' over-run 
and enflaved by the Tarks and M6 emerans?* And inthe Latin-Charches, 
by the abominable Gorruptions, Abiſes, Impoſtures, arid Uſurparions 
PO yy OS 09s 10, TC | _— 
-rs. Wherher the Vegle&, not only of Communion by the People, 
but eyen of Celebration by the Clergy, ſo that ſuch of the People, as 
would have Communicated, could not,” and in-a maniier taking away 
of. the'daily Sacrifice, mrhe Chnyches, called Reformed, may-not alſo rea- 
ſonably be behevet ro have been punifhed by the ſpecial Twdgement of 
God, and Malice of the Devil, by their Diviſions amongſt themſelves 
from the Beginning of their Reformation, ard by the great Decays of 
Picry- and. Oyer- ſpreading of Wickedaeſs, which hath by degrees in- 
cxeafed; amongſt; them,ever lince? ©; 1, =g AHSW nay 
- 11. Whether in theſe Diviſions in the Churches, called Reformed,' 
the Secinian Hereſy hath 'not had great Advantage; by their Neglect of 
ſo Pregpant,a Teſtimony of the Catholick Church againft"ir;,"as this of : 
the Solemn Memorial. of the;Paſſion of our Saviour before the Father, 
asthe-great Propiciation for:the. Sins of the whole World? -... 1s 
'12.: Whether al theſt'Chmrebes, called Reformed, have nat 'great Rea»: Note, The 
ſon to fear and expe&t a farthir Fudrement upon them for this NezleQ;/like -Judg- 
if they.be not moved by thofe Before tnention'd ſpeedily to reform the ments of God + 
(ame 3, that.is, to be delivered into the Hands ofþ.cheir Enemies, as ir 27* Obſcrven 
happened to the Greek Churches, and hath happened to. ſome of theſe!,... —_— =; 
already, and parictineipes one of the moſt Ancrefit'andibeſt Reformed 1ar Perſons, 
of them all, in_alf otherRefpetts, the Byhemiay ; befices'others 'fince/?*who neglech | 
gs” 45: = TOs: PS Wy at kg, BECTA Ts NE LA WONT 30S a or- 
tunities, or refuſe the noun [ve hate fot this great Duty, ant neceſſary Meairs: For __ bs . 
as much Unworthineſs and Dil-reſpect done to this Hofy Savrament; by. Negle&t or Refuſal of Com- 
munion, as by Unworrhy coming ro it, or Irreverence at it: And moſt of the Pretences, which + 
People make, to excuſe their Omifſion, will be found'but Hypocriſy at laft.. But many have not : 
Opportunities, or diſcerning to obſerve this in particular Examples. © © 


13. Whether, there, can be any -Objejon gr, Exception againlt \th: 
conſtant _uſe of ithisHoly-Werſhip,' which deth not, reflect upen,. and; - 
imply either great Ignorance, 'ar-ſomething:more ſhameful, -in.fuctas;- 


make it? | 
14 Whe-: 
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14. Whechgr a1-fwch —_— feng Hove fe 
of this Holy- orſhip,;do, not: therein gre o rave Deriloandda 
him a very pleaſing: SCFVICE.(7,. ©: + 

.I5, Whether as well from: ws PEAS the Thing, as from, the An: 
thority .and.Praftice of the Carholick:Church, this Holy- Worſhip ought 
not ro be yeſtared 10:4 daily Freqaancyinall Cathedrals, wi JaPrayers there 
to be offered:up with this Solemn Mcmocal fy for;the-whole Dioceſs Ar 
particularly,..betides thoſe for. the, whole C Carhigttck FÞuneb...and 
Nation s- +as,alfo, in all.great Towns, . and papploys ; laces, - "ud 
rhere are a competert-number of People: ro frequent: 1t,daily;.; bug, 
eſpecially in the Univerlities; and to.a Heekly Uſes that is, every Lards- 
Day, ac-leaſt; in all aber. Ghurches 2: 

:16.. Whether all the Clergy belonging to fuck Churches,” or in, fl 
Places ouzht not Confantlh 4 Reperentlyno attend this Solean Wor- 
thip, except when hindred by ſulficiens, ſpecivh, and. FxiFagnfſinacy 


Occaſions? feet þ 
.17. Whether our Offering vp 10 Grd, adef. live, cri erfet Service in, ler 


| ficial formal Manner, hath: not been a great Offence and. rovocation. to = 


forſake the Church and po over to the Diſfnters'? and the Reftitutjon vf theco 2 
Chriſtian Worſhip reve: ently and devoutly Pee, would wy We metre 10 to re- 
dace them #* - 

-18. Whather our Neplect of the daily Flr” "ng ſo manifcily; OC to the Pra« 
Rice of the Catholick Church, hath not teen” a great Scand;1; and Offence to-many 
of the Papiſts, and hindred their Communion OY, us? and the Reftitution of it 
withall Decency aid Reverence be not a likely Means' to invite them to come in,” 
eſpecially if we did but*therewithal reſtore ſonie mv>re of the undeniable PraQices 
of tlie C2tholick Church, and-particularly.that Salemn Manner of Treatingof Poni- 


 tefts; ſo flonotrable to:G2d, and Beneficial ard Net 7, WMeges . 


19. Whether, though of all the ancient Litingies that i. he. Greeks, (the pm of 


. which may be ſeen in Cyril of Jeruſalem, and much of th Ma: ter in the Ancient 

: Book*called Clements Conſtitutions, not much diff: rent” from rthat/ which bears the 

_ .Namne of St. Fames) 'be both more Ancient and more compleat than any now ex- 
tant of any of the LatinChurches ; there be not netwith{tanding a great Azreem: wt. 
.. among them al,in all the Principal and Edeniial Pgrtoof this Ioly- Worſhip ?..and . 
Y py them and the moſt Ancient Forms of the Jews, in ſuch things as are common 


th, as many, are, and, not. peculiar to the je 4rg and therefore, Whether 
alt. " oncought nk. tobe raCe- 2 oh tons bot they uſe. either cher own extcompore 
Conceptions, or Forms Compoſe FI parevhogh to their, own Private Phanſies' or Opinions, 
i 'o Solemn WorlhiÞ of | 
© 20. Whetherit be not: the. D Daty and the Wiſllom' of any Church or People , as well 
as of particular Perſons, to give Glory to Gad, -by ati humble-Acknowt edgment of 
their Sin, and a ſpeedy, Reſolute, and: -tual Reformation ? but a fooliſh and 
dangerous thing, either to orien or ©ov the faine, for fear of Weikning(their Au- 
thority, ob'to delay oriprocrifitnate the Reformatrows' or do it are Ortm- 


. perfectly, von any othet-prudential-Conhiderations®. 
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x” th Prifcce, 
Ryport to the Church : and, for that, ſince there © 5000p: 


| other way Me he Preſs; And this I have been 
careful to. $2 with all Gentleneſs and Deliberation that 
bs fitin this Caſe to be uſed, if we conſider who is concerned 
in it, and how far. I have alread , Out t of reſpect to thoſe in 

rity, fo no ingd {Ftime/in icnfuppreſsY, 
communicating butito a few, and ſome af acipal men, 
- what Thad Printed, though it did but i 1n part open t Faults : 
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Difficulty; for in when is here: X 
what haih the uthority 0f:Law 24 [he 
"whoſe:State, tliat" it was © y< the: 
Gholt ;' anid'that Eittke fuch, as is ride ike ro: 


of Judgment, -and truly Religious.” ” Aith1 ſhould be glad to X 


have no © Occaſion to proceed any 


| further to-the opening ſuch 
or rok Van: "Ba hea kcov 9, than 


"Divine At ; 
Reffirution of as | moſt ay 


Servies: vey Rec hes : | 
vidence, 4d under his- Divine ap; hh mag i00-li 


oPc nip mee Y: ns cſeng 


= I Sevfugs: 


Comfort atid-Enco af ar ina: 
Obliunien' tobe Fartlifaf' 41 it; Iam very ſenſible 

tion wpon-me; and-very. much defire to pay. all 
Reſpect. and Obſervance to- all Humane Authority, —— 
Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, as pine om Ordinance of pps ry Ns if 

it! Authority: wilt ive unneceſfifily 

wenuſt« rather than Man, anipreeret Autor? 

of the Cath i Church before tharof a eertonker Copel 
whatever: and eſpecially the Honour of God and” of our 
Saviour, bowed that of Man, or TEN Haas ons be it 


ement to the 


Matter is oe ans ha hn NE 
Vier; 


pblick, and are ready toprove; Thatbythe Conſtitution 

'ef this Church, 'thete '6ught' to be a Daily Celebration.irv all 
Places, where there are but. 2 competent: Naniberef Devout 
Perſons 'to attend and commenicate. And, 2. itis but juſt 
and-reaſonable to do it, notwithſtanding, for their r Hum 
"ation-before. God, and Reformation, . to. prevent w 

be worſe for them. Our Wiſe and Gracious God: are. _ 
Them a gentle tacit Admonirign, by a ſmall Compan Hy 
Eres col 20) obad by he Kd fn 
-private to-a.pu rc 

-one without the Walls, at laſt; to-one: in'the very :Heart: of 
«ohis City, where they have conſtantly aſſembled” for. this 
" Fioly Service, without Internuffion-of a _ fora yan 


# 


The Brefain: 
month -tog6ther, and thereby. bora 1a. eftin 
and been @ tecit Admonition ta; all-athers, - 

_ And I have-formerly propoſed the Cal by 
in Print; which have. come. to the 

_—_ Principal. of thoſe; concerned, and. wt _—_ their 

fideration, beſides erany wthory: Hedace thoſe have 

badno. more nore fled know 7. POSED; - r for. this 

Frequent Celebration — - Holy E 


- which lately drew -up-upon a, private Occaſion, lirtle think: 
ing-then of: this, for which x Ny much!'/ bettar, X72 | 


er the ſo.dahgned: then,” -by;that,oyer-r 


abors the bart {Loh 


. The TH . That 1 One Ennis r Holy Ri f 
the Blefed ft tyooged: a5 av dvitype 2nd, 
ewery bor ge hee in,che Placo, of all tho 


v'S ical: of the 
WM ag, Jews cr in, Any > >» ck 


by by Learned Men of 
A TH Linies.: | 


1Canc.26!! That 'ittis —__ Unwon | of a Chriſtian, w 
imagin/ our? 3deniorial:of what is aQually.done and. 
mate, ito be Jefsefietual for Chriſtians, thin were ap po 
of what was then yet tobe done, for the Jews, for any -lazent 
or Purpolewhatever. - +: 
- 24 | That this, beingrof as great Uſe to us, ps ers thoins 
10:them, ought as frequently -to/ be! uſed 4g Ws 3 WEEE 
rtheirs among them, upon 'all-juſt Occaſions,:- 
baſe 2. That this, Holy: ite, was'a Rite. in 2//e. among 
I BO iving to God Ge gen: 
orBleſiing,'as: often as they met, together toicelebrate 
— and-aas appropriate 'by. our Saviour: fora Euokg- 
5h caliClamintquinarin rf THis Paſſion pelarerG 
| br A EEE CORTE \{ienibly 
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The Prefabt: — 


And as to the Communion, or Participation; " "i | 


Theſ. 1. By molt AnciemOrder in rhe Church, whoever: 
departed after.the Reading of the:Seriptarts, or Sermon; and 
ſtay'd not at-the Communion, and received, werg to be” 
excommunicated. : : « IY 91 50.0 09-101 £1001 

Theſ. 2. In the firſt Ages, till about the Timeof St.;Auzn/tiv, 
we find: not any Doubr or Queſtion':concerhing the 'Obliga- 
tion of all to Communicatedaily, if they -were where it was 


Celebrated, and had no juſt Impediment. But then, when- 


many, eſpecially among the Greeks, began to negk that 
Holy Duty, that Queſtion aroſe among the \Latimes, and the 
more Devout continued toreceive every Day, ( an Argument 
of Daily Celebration then-)-:and- others 1ntermitted certain 
Days. | EVE!) | | 2 
Theſ. 3. By Ancient Canons, if any neglefted to Commu-- 
nicate for Three Sundays together, they were to be excom- 
municated. ett : Eo 
Theſ. 4. It was Anciently commonly' reputed a grievous. 


thing, to be hindered from come" Bleſſed _— ; 
nznment : and 1uch was 


but to be denyed'it, a grievous Pu 
the Judgment ofthe Church cencerning the Importance of it, 
that to ſuch as were hindered from coming to the Church, ir 
was fent home to their Houſes by theDeacons.  * 

Theſ. 5. Tt was, Anciently, not only Scandalous, but Pu- 
niſhable in a Clergy-Man, to be_in a City, or other Place, 
where it was celebrated, and nor toattend; and communicate. 

Thef. 6. Theſe Orders. of later Ages, concerning Receiving, 
at leaſt Three times'in a Year, and ſoindulging a Neglect for 


all thereſt, are moſt juſtly, by Calvin, ſaid to.be Certifimun- 


Dzabolt Inventum, | 


Theſ. 7. It hath beenalways the Practice, and Advice of. 


all Devout Peopke, to be very frequent at it ; and of moſt, to 


negledt no Opportunity. Dr. Zaylor's Concluſion concerning, 


it, in his Zoly Living, is very agreeable to the Sentiments of 


the Ancients, and deſerves to beRead by all. . | 
| | = Coucl.. 


UMI 


| ART, 
The Prefatd, 
,Concl. 't:- Ford all: this-it/appears, how far different the 
Devotion; of this Age-is from that of the ancient genuine 
Chriſtianity; and ſhortof ir} ot 4050 4s 
2. This Holy Service having been conſtantly performed? 
in this City, in Publick Churches, ever fince-the.$zxth of 
Januvry, 1694. and in the Heart of the City for a: Twelve- 
month. together, | and: frequented by'ſo few, 1s a Notorious” 
Argument of- the-miſerable Tgnorance and Indevotion; fot all 
our Pretences, both of Prieſts and People amongſt us. - 

3. It hath been the Opinion. of ſeveral Learned, Fudicious, 
and Obſervent Men, that a great part of the Mifchief,, which _ 
hath:beenin the: World! m theſe htter Ages, is to'be imputed 
to ſo. woful a 'Negledt of this ZZbly Ordinance.. - 4 

.; Now, for Proofs of theſe: things; They: who pretend toany 
kindof Learning, Tſuppoſe, will be cautious how they require 
It, leſt they: betray their own Ignorance in Antiquity : and 
for-others, they. are: not: formach to-be'regarded, as 'to infilt 
ypen-them.\meertly;: for them :(bur. if there be Occaſion, abun- 

-1n the cnet the a warmed of prot | 
meaning People:asdoubt;, they may be: referred:to-Mr.: Foſeph 
Mede, Dr.:Sherlock, the ſend Dean'of Sr. Pauls, in the ry 
- Chap. of his Bpok:ob Religious 4ffemblies, Dr..S; Patrick, the pre- 
ſentBp. of Z/y,in his Diſcourſe of Frequency of Holy Communion, 
Mr. Thorndike, Bp.. Andrews, Dr: Feremy Taylor, and others, who 
have ſeveral confiderablePaſſages to the Purpoſe in ſeveral Parts 
of their Works; very conſonant to the Sentimentsand/Prattices: 
of the Ancient Chriſtians; and the whole Catholick Church. 
. - And; centainly;:iÞis\a-wonderfubthingthat Almighty God 
ſhould eveit 1t rhe/Enemy of Mankind ſo'to impoſe/upon- 
ſach; as. may well be ſuppoſed did-really intend! his Service, 
and had a:great:Zeal -for-it, as ſome leading: Men in: the Be- 

& the Reformation; and that ſuch Men' of Learning 
and.Partsſhould be:ſ@&-impoſed upon; us by amiſtaken/Zeal 
againlt Supetftition;toaboliſhand defaceſo confiderable a _ 

EY S 2 ZN 


The-\Prefare. 
of the moſt 'Holy-and Solemn:Worſhipiof Gud,.amd evenof 
the true Notion, - and:/proper: Uſe thereof. © But" our "moſt 
Wiſe and Gracious God, for moſt-Excellent Ends;7 rio-doubt, 
thougli we cannot comprehend themall, hath again concluded 
all under Sin, that he might have Mercy upon all, aboliſh; 
that Enfhity and Uncharitableneſs which the: Enemy hath 
 fornented amongſt us, and teach: us, henceforward, by: a very 
remarkable Example, 4n the Work .of God: to attend with 
more Reverence and CircumſpeCtion: to: his Condu@t, and ' 
not preſume too much upan our own Conceits and Opinions. 
Theſe Men, who ſo much over-ſhot themſelves, had the Ho- 
nour and Seryice of God, for their: End:;/ and: the Word of 
God, for their Rule; .and{ yet; How have they [erred from: 
both ! done Diſ-honour and-DiFſervice to-God, for the Ho- 
nour- and Service they intended ;_ and inſtead 'of the. Pare - 
Word .of God, followed their own; or: rheir: Leaders,. meer 
Fancies and Imaginations!: The Great Buſineſs:of Maniupon: 
Earth, is the-Intire. SubjeQion bf: the Creature torthe:Creator, 
wn the'Subjection of the-Intell&R, 'as: whlb as: tlie, With: : and, 
therefore, it is abſokntely neceſſary that we:ſhoald have great 
Experiments of the Danger of Preſuming-toormuch upon'our 
own Opinions, as well as: of adhering too, much: to'our 'own- 
Wills: And ſucheis this: weare-nowcconfidering/! 1 431 
And..af> we. inquire -into. the:Gaxſes of: it,othey: are ſuch 
as. I have juſt now touched: x.” Net ſufficient Attendance. to. 
the Conduct of — ; for he.is always preſent. in 2 
ſpecial manner with all thoſe, -whor areumployed in'any-fj 
cial Service for Him ; to:tire& them; :if'they [be careful to- 
follow Him fully ; and-.riat-Snadviedly; conclude upon-their - 
own Opinions, like. them; Foſc-gsr1ehen: they; ſhould! ask 
Counſel of the Lord: 2; Conceitedveſs, and Prefumprion 
upon. our own: Judgments, which;.makes us apt: to negle 
that Attendance. 3+: Wart of: Charity: ctadſuch as are-other- 
wiſe minded, and-a Spirit-of Oppoſtien,) apt to run:without 
due Conſideration, : and: be inſenlibly!tranfported,” from-one 


Extream 
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p The Preface: 
Rxtream of Erronir iito/ another, beyond either rhe Conduct” 
of God, or 'Mature* Deliberation of 'our own Minds.” 4. 
Want of due regard to*Zumine Authority. For though we 
muſk obey God rather than Man, yet we muft be ſubject to 


. Humane Ordinances too, ſo far as they are not inconſiſtent 


with the Orflers'of God: and even in thoſe things, wherein- 
we-cannot" obey, yet have":due regard to the Authority. 
5: Having Mens Perſons 'm Admiration, and receiving -their” 
Opinions as-the Oracles of God; - a ſecret Principle of all 
SeQaries. ' 6. Indiſcreet Zeal without Knowledge, for the 


Honour'and Service'of God; another Occaſion-of running: *' 


out'of one Extream or Errour into another.' 7. Mixture of - 
Temporal Twteret or Concer, of Applauſe, Repntation, Power, 
or Gain : This is often veryſubtle and prevalent, where:and 
when" it is -little ſufpeQed.* 8. Laſtly, 'though it-be not 
laſt in the' Order of Cauſes, Abuſe 'or Miſuſe of the Sacred 
Seriptiires'; a wogp ſubtitely ipraQiſed by the'Divel, and:fim-- 
ply-many times,.though' not/always fo,-but roo often, craffily, 
di-ingeniouſly, and-dif-honeſtly, by Men:” "There is/in the: 
yy pms a DivinePetfeCtion, ſuch as is in all the Works of 
30d, butas much different from that Perfetion, which Men 
arei apt to: imagin, as the: Wiſdom: of 'God exceeds Man's 
Wiſdom! And they who” endeavour to ſet up a Humane: 


Conceit of Perfection, though they may-mean well, yet pre- 


tending that for PerfeCtion which' they can neither prove, 
nor others find there, they do great Injury to the Scriptures, 
by raifing Prejudices and Scandals inthe Minds of many in-- 
genious People againſt them, and againſt themſelves roo, as 
either ſilly; weak People, or Cheats, whoimpoſeupon others. 
The Scriptures are of no Uſe to fuch as underſtand not the: 
Language wherein they were Written, unleſs they have them: 
faithfully Tranſlated ; and, How fhall they know which is 
fo%amongſt ſo many 'Franſhtions?* Yet is there enough for 
theaUnlearned,'in what allor moſt do. agree.” Noris the bare- 
Knowledge of the Language ſufficient tor a compleat Under-- 

ſtanding, 


g's 6 4 


both. ar and Chriſtians, for the 1 New. "This 3 is . certain, 
that they who haye preſumed ro-ſet up their own Imaginations. 
without due regard to thoſe Means,. have left: to'Poſterir 
many Monuments of their Selfconceitedneds, F reſar 
either Ignorance and Folly, or Diſia oo 
handling the Word of God deceitf And: 
not comprehend the Wiſdom of God inmany ey: 
may veprrcaRierReneng why has pea oo 
itfo. in this; ( bur; this isnoplace to, m— om, | 
therefore, it is an Argumir of Ignorance-andEr | 
thing. worſe, inany one, w thall re ripture' 
Particularities as it pleaſed God ſhould not wane Fog 
but mi "nr after-, <5 0 
y: Experience, that ſome; ; mig htaly ef 
Pure, Word of God; have; under thas- Prejence, ſor up, and nt 
pos'd:ypor-the World, their, own: noir” mnoegmNG 
Under this Pretence hath 'the Spirit of Aonichuift 2s pO 
chievouſly prevailed, and impoſed; upon People in lomePlates,; 
as\in, others under-Pretence' of Apoltdlical Tra 'Lhey: 
who. would .confige- Antichriſk toRywe, are | ag much mbv 
ſtaken-as they who.deny: him to be- there, "Be hath: -no:lefs} 
prevailed to ſuppreſs or-oppreſs ſome important Truths-under: 
tht odivus Name: of Popery-elſewhere,: than he hath-done-at- 
Rome: to oppoſe others Ces the like: odiousName'of Hierefie.. 
It is 4 Queſtion, which may: bear:fome! « _ and 
Conſideration; Whether the:Superftition of tbe Papiſts, keaditg: 
them. to Idolarry, and: SubjeQzon' to-ane. of the: greateſt In-' 
poſtures in the World ; or that of /ame;Proteſtants, who. have; 
pretended highly roReformarion, ane gpm. them. 1Nto.Yar: 
criledge, Prophancnefs, Selfconceitednels, rand Contempretf: 
 Lawful Hureanc Authorit 7 hath dotie moſt: 'MifehieF.> i Mut 
certghtL.it, 4s, that the raking; away- ofithe-Daily: Sacrifice! i928 


notor 10UsS 
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bog the bias Notion wy id-60t of _ Minds. mw 


= _ of Gora, for 


NY "The Preface, | 


hey iy x wy 7 mot: what | [1 FRAN, and therefote neglect it -as a 


By 
, and #1 rue Engliſh Re formed Liturgy difor- 


Men of cheſs Principles was this Church abuſed and” 


X iſmembred, and ae, to &rat Kg their Humour, in 
of K..£d.'6.. Bu not-connive at it, but- 


took ot the Contriver of thoſe Diforders-within a Month ; the - 


dhofeg, ye who DR 


| the Parliament in it, within 
ahomiſed the King, by a violent- 


2, Metnthed Peach, notlong after; and hath made that Ge-- 


ſpecial manner, call to ga nitions. . Fir#, 
| oh fettin wot. np an Example 0 (Reforma wo Flyer By diſcover- 
e of the Miſcatriape : a Cal t bs fad Shame to 


yet towards us, notwithſtanding all our Ingratitude and Unworthi- 


neration of Men to. them of Church of England, Pricks in 
their Eyes, and Thorns: in their Sides, ever ſince; "juſt Cor--- 
rections for ſo pernicious. a League, "and continued Come: 
- pliance therein. | 
iy nies! though he trarh not hitherto bn we at: te doth he now, | 


ne and give Glory to God, rope ck Confeſſion, 
kb Fre Lobo? may. add, -and, 3. Nr Rods great - 
Mercy, and fo manifeſt Declaration of the continuance of his Favour - 


nefs, The Concurrence of all theſe together are obliging Calls, both. 


of Encouragement, if we anfiver as we ſhonld ;, and of er, by 
. Provocation, if we negle&t; It is a New Declaration of His Gra- - 


cious Condeſcention, and Readineſs {till to receive us into Favour, if - 


_ we will wiſely imbrace i it, conſider our Ways, and ſet to our Duty it... 


good earneſt, and riot think to ſatisfie Him with the Formality of a- 


- Whoan, 


pht any juſt AC of a real hearty Grati- 
> (hat uy Divine Favour hath not beet - 
obtained 


_— 
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- - obtained of Almighty Godby this Beginniagof « Reſtitution of: 
of Almighty Ay ure FLY oa Lot7the 


Daily Chr; 1an Sacrifice unde C rr the: S4pats wor) Yor-nr$-3p): fr arr: 
as a chat means, for a Manifeſtation: of hi  Appr On. theree 
to the whole Nation. If we well conſider the Waghnents both of Ari- 
cient Chriſtians, and of Learned and Judicious Divines 'of own 
Church, in this Age, concerning the Prevalence of this Holy Wans'; 
together with the Circumſtances we are under, it will appear nou 
reaſonable thing to think ſo; The Celebration of the Holy Sacrament ( faith 
a late Biſhop, Dr. Jeremy Taylor) # in its elf; and in4ts own Formality, 
a Sacred, Solenin, and Ritual Prayer, in which we invocate God by the Mee -. 
rits of Chri#t, expreſſing that Adjuration, not only in Words, but in Aftual 
Repreſentment and Commemoration of his Paſſion. And if the Neceſlities 
of the Church were well conſidered, we fhoutd find that'a Daily Sacrifice of 
Prayer, and a Daily Prayer of Sacrgfie, were no more but what her Con- 
dition requires. And I would to God the Governours.of Churches would 
rake Care that the Neceſſities of Kings and Kingdoms, of Churches and . 
States, mere repreſented to God by the moF# Soleqm and Efficacious Inter- 
ceſſions : and Chri#t hath taught us none greater than the Praying in the 
Virtue and Celebration of his Sacrifice. And this 1s. the Counſel that 
the Church received from St. I#natins : Haſten frequently to approach 
ro the Eucharist, the Glory of God - For when thus 1s Daily Celebrated; we 


| break the Powers of Satan. If all- our Biſhops, Deans and Prebends 
_ didconſtantly and deyoutly attend this Solemn Worſhip at their ſeveral 


Cathedrals, and there perform this Holy Service as it ought to be, 
we ſhould ſoon find that to be of greater Importance, both to Church 


aud State, and the whole Nation, than all the Service our Biſhops 


ever did, or eyer will doin Parliament, or the reſt at their particular 
Cures, Attendances, and: I know not what occaſions to withdraw 
them from their proper and principal Buſineſs. Theſe are ſuch Re- 
licks of Popery as ought to be reformed, if ever we expect to recelye 


the Fayour and Bleſling of God in any great degree. - How others 


can ſatisfie their Conſciences, I know not, but 1 am clear of Opinion, 
that they who take ſuch PrekOnetts for Lucre ſake, and attend the 
Duty of them no farther than our Laws do require, are guilty of the 
greateſt Sacriledge : And that thoſe Princes and States, who preſume 


ordinarily to withdraw ſuch Perſons from the Service of God in their * 


proper Places, to ſerve them in Matters of State, are likewiſe.Guilty 
of Sacriledge, Jmopiety, and great pprodence to make ſo. bold with 
Sacred Matters. 1 he Reformation of theſe things would bea greater . 


D:mouſtration of real Gratitude. to Godpthanany thing this Nation 
hath produced of a long time TY.” vb 
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O come let re uShip, AND FABIO 7 NM Bel 


befoze the Lozd our Ba 


Fo02 he is the Lo2d or Bop ; and we are the people 


of. =_ paſture, and ſheep of his hand... D come; 6c... 
ahh oma he ated | 


LORA onEarſh peace, ad 


Lefſed be:the Logd::God of Agel: ko he bath 
viſeed, and Tvemed bis peop 

And ha mighty Salbatdn foz'us ; in 

the houle <a bs ervant David; 


I ; i 
Kt ....t* 


wh 'bten fox 
That we ſhould be ſaved from our Enemies: and 
from tbe Hands o 
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re THE 
_ Lirurgy of the Ancients 
' | Repreſented, S Re: 


P_ A & T TY 
Th Ofice of the Ponſa 


FED "The Prieſt curning ; toward the Bogle. 


Pr. * The Lo2d be .with You. 
« Pe. And With thy Spirit. 
+ Pr. Chziſt our Paſcal Lamb is offred fo2 us once 
gu . fox all; when he bare-our Sins otr his mb of ah 
\ *':-on the C2ols Foz he is-the very Lam 
' that taketh away the Sitis of the {Uozid 
fs us keep a Joyful and Holy. Fraſi with the 


AE who v0 tritly and ſincerely Keperit on ox Echo ene Ui 
oy ' SIS, -a11d are in Love- rely Repo airy hh ys nt oh and the = 
aybours, andintend tolead a os Life, andheartily (0 me 0: 
to follow the Commandments of God, and fo Walk Ruviick , in 
from heneefoxth m; os pol y Ways 3'Draw near * with tv ff 5ook 
Faith, and te re th $ ay Sacrainent to your Com- %: oor; 
pour ble Confeſſion {0 Almighty and ſuch was 

O00, meekly enefting upon your Knees, the Ancient 


no TheLiturgyof the Ancients 
-— Then Keating 


 Linighty + d, Father of our Lord: Feſus Chilt, 
Maker of Si things, Judge of all Ben 3 We 
—# I - can oppor! of our ep ine un 3 and 
Wicki rie= 
wares bave x; moi we on , 5 frD, 
anatut thy: D_ Wael woboking Z iy moſt juſt 
Wrath and Judigna We do ſincerely 
Repent, and areheartily aria foz theſe our Yiſdoings, 
the Remembzance of them is grievous to us 3 the 
2Surthen of them iis incofienaole  Þave Perey! upon 
us, have Percy upon us, mnolt Ut E ather 3 fo2 
thy Son our 'Lo2d Jeſus Chailts ſake, fo give us all alt 
that is paſt, Y grant that we may 
ſerve and pleaſe thee in Newneſs of Life, to 5-3 Do- 
nour and Glozp of thy Name, thzough Jeſus Chaiſt 
our L02d, Amen. 


nt þ theemercifullp] 


hear our A a nb 

that hat hep Brat lore = Et 

A who byCan nay be ved, thzough 
tit} our Lozd. Amen. 


Then rifing up, and turning toward the hs 


LA gn of his 
t Henan s of Sins 
toa Fat Gerey hah bins miley Finn and we Faith 


turn them him ; "Have Mercy upon you, Pardon and 
Deliver you all. your Sins, Confirm and 
Strengebin n yo in *n all Gzace and Geoditeſs, and bing 
you to Everlaſting Life, thzough Jeſus Thiift our 
_ Amen.® pear 
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IP, 
"A PREPARATIVE | 
_ For the Reception of Truth, 
for a Prologur'to certain Diſcourſes, | 
defign'd for a Trae Reformation, and 
Reſtitution of Primitive Chriſttamty. 


"F" RU TH is what in. its own Nature is very Excellent an& 


Powerful, is of Divine Original, of great Importance to- 


Mankind, and greatly oppoſed by the Powers of Darkneſs 
and all Evil Spirits: And therefore it is the Duty, Intereſt and 
Wiſdom of Mana, to have a great Eſteem, Veneration and Reve- 
rence for i in all things, but more eſpecially in things of greateſt 
Importance, Matters of Religion. , And becauſe ib is certain ant 
manifeſt to. all Men, who will but conſider it, that there is not any 


more. common viſible Ob/Zacle to it, than Prejudice of Education, 


Temporal Intereſts and Reſpetts, and Ars, rv of wu enter = 
ly when intermixed& with 


maintenance of Opinions received, eſpeci 
ſomething of Truth to ſupport them, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
the Diſcharge of this.Duty, Securing of this Iatereſt, and Exerciſe 
of this Wiſdom; Eſteem and Reverence,. to conſider well, and ſet- 
tle it in our Minds, that thoſe are no Principles -of * Eruth, but 
commonly of Error, and Means, of which wicked Spirits make great 
Advantage to harden Mens Hearts, and make them-obſtinate in the 
Errors, which they have intermixed with the Traths of God ; and 
therefore be aſſured, that ſince' we are all Fallible, there may be 
as much Truth-on. their ſide with whom we contend; as'on our 


own ; and that it is more likely that both Parties are in Error, than 


that either is intirely 1n the Right; and thereupon to-ſet; generouſly 
and impartially to examine and diſtinguiſh, and retain what isplain 
and clear, reje& what is manifeſtly falſe; and: leave what is doubtful 


and obſcure tx 'God ſhall reveal that alfo; in the mean time as of 


leſs Importance ; and where there 1s occaſion of conſulting others, 
make choice, as in conſulting Lawyers or Phyſicians, of ſuch as are 


not. only well verſed in fuch matters, but alſo diſintereſted, unby- 
A. | alled, 


' 


aſſed, and faithfyl. And becauſe to reſiſt, reje& of make light of 
any Truth but offered by:the gracious Providence. of God, is a Sin 
of great Ingratitude, and very offenſive to his Divine Majeſty, and 
uſually provokes ſubtra&tion of his Grace and Spiritual Judgments, 
it greatly concerns all, who have any true Devotion to God, and 
conſiderate Care for-their own- Souls, to-be very-cautious thag they 
. do not unadviſedly reject or neglet any ſuch when propoſed to 
them ; but eſpecially. if ſuch as have been believed, profeſſed and 
practiſed, if of that nature, by the moſt eminent Saints in all Ages, 
and in all Parts of the Church of Chriſt ; and more-eſpecially if 
ſuch as concern the Honor of God, and of our Saviour, the Intereſt 
of his Church, which is the Kingdom of Chriſt upon Earth, the 
Communion of Saints, or the Salvation or Conſolation -of--Souls, 
whether in-the Body, or out of the Body ; and more yet, if there 
appear jult cauſe of Suſpicion of the contrary Opinions ; as when 
the firſt Teachers differ and fall out among themſalves, and prin- 
cipal Men of their Followers afterward confeſs that what was greatly 
magnified by them before was, greatly miſtaken ;. when Charges or 
Accuſations are of themſelves monſtrous and nnreaſonable, asthat Ca- 
talogue of Errors of the Church of Rome, publiſhed by two ſeveral 
Perſons, eminent in their own Parties, which computed, amount to 
above Five Hundred, a great ſign of more Partiality than Prudence, 
more -Heat than "Truth, and of more Contention and Calumny than 
of juſt cauſe of Accuſation; and one of the ſame Perſons after- 
terward confeſſing that thoſe of that Church are unjuſtly and untruly 
charged in many things ; and eſpecially when- that remarkable 
Note of the Apoſtle, viz. Going ont, 1 Jo. 2. 19. according to his 
Maſters Cautions before, . Luk. 17. 23.'& 21. 8. which by the 
Ancient Chriſtians is ſo much inſiſted on as a certain Note of He- 
reſie and Schiſm, is manifeſt beyond all contradiction. In all ſuch 
caſes a Godly Jealouſie and Circumſpection is highly neceſſary, that 
we do not obſtinately perſiſt in Error, and reſiſt the Truth. 

So much is required of all Men, as Rational Creatures, that they be 
faithful to their Creator, and their own Souls, in the due Uſe and 
Improvement of their Talent of Natural Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing: But Chriſtians ſhould farther conſider, that they have many 


ſubtile and powerful invitible Adverſaries to contend with, called 


Principalities and 'Powers, and the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, 
and one chief, called the God of thiz World, who commonly puts on 
the Appearance of an Angel of Light, blinding the Minds of W ay 
| an 
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and Carnal Men, leaſt the Light of Truth ſhonld ſhine unto them : 
and therefore be very watchful againſt their Wiles, beware of their 
Snares, be not conformed to this World, but transformed by the 
Renewing of their Mind, be mindful of their Bapriſmal Covenant, 
their Reaunciation not only of the Devil, but of the World, and the 
Pomps and Vanities thereof, and of the Fleſh'with its Luſts and 
Aﬀections, which are two great Engines of the Adverſaries, that 
they may attain to true Purity in Heart, that the Light of Truth 
may ſhine into it, and be kindly and effectually received. For this 
they have firſt the implicit Document of the Great Example of their 
Redeemer, their Lord, and the Captain of their Salvation ; which 
they. muſt follow if they do ſincerely indeavour to attain the End : 
and beſides the Explication of it in manifold, expreſs, written, plain 
Declarations, affectionate Admonitions, obliging Exhortations, and 
ſtri& Injundti>ns, they muſt be Doers of his Will, if they wilt 
know the Truth -of his Doctrine ; and be careful to avoid Pride, 
ſeeking Honor of Men, ( 76. F. 44.) and Conceitedneſs, the com- 
mon Levin of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks ; be mindful alſo of the 
other part of their Baptiſmal Covenant, their. Profeſſion of Faith ; 
obſerve and conſider well the Order of the ſeveral Articles of their 
Belief, and ſtudy to underſtand the Importance of each : ( For there 
is nothing in that Form of Sound Words, either in Matter, or Order, 
but is of Importance to be noted and underſtood : ) and conſider 
well what ſpecial Means and Helps our Lord hath proyided for them, 
for Evidences of his Word and Doctrine ; and be they neg- 
Ic& none of them, much leſs ſet them one againſt another, *and 
abuſe what they pretend to receive, as is very uſual.” . 

I know not any Means whereby Men are more cffeQually impoſed 
upon, than by Miſapplication of manifeſt Truths; nor any Matters, 
whereln, tn thispart of theWorld;they are more commonly deceived, 
or deceive themſelves, than in falſe Notions concerning the Two 
areat Evidences of the Chriſtian Doftrine and Inſtitutions, the Catholick 
Church and the Sacred - Scriptures, which, rightly underſtood and 
uſed, do mutually confirm and corroborate one the other ; but miſ- 
unceritood, ſeparated, and abuſed, are the very Principles cf all 
our Differences and Confuſions : The Catholick-Church is the King- 
dom of Chriſt upon Earth, and to have great Regard to the Intereſts 
of it, 1s certainly the Duty of all Chriſtians : but to deſpiſe or 
itght the Teſtimony or Authority of ir, is a great Sin in it ſelf, and 
the Inlet to many others, and a Fundamental Error, To conclude, 

A 2 they 


(4) 
they who ſincerely deſire to underſtand and imbrace-the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, muſt conſider what is required before their Engage- 
ment, declared by. our Saviour in two Compariſons, Luke 1 4. 28, 3. 
what is to be performed after, declared likewiſe by two other Com- 
pariſons, Matt. 13. 44,45- and what are the Terms upon which: 
only Men may be Chriſt's Diſciples indeed, in expreſs Terms in- 
culcated upon divers Occaſions, MHatr. 10. 35, 37, 38. and again, 
Matt. 16. 2.4. Luk. 9. and again to the Multitude, - Zak. 1 4. 26, 33. 
and the Danger of Denying or being aſhamed of: Chriſt or his. 
* Words, the Doctrines and Inſtitutions deltvered by Him in Per- 
ſon, or by his Apoſtles to the Churches, Mart. 10. 28, 32. Mar. 8. 
34- and laſtly the Danger of a fruitleſs and ineffeQual Profeſſion, 
expreſsly declared in the concluſion of our Saviour's firſt Sermon 
upon the Mount, art. 7. 21, &'s. and-in his Farewel Diſcourſe, 
when he went laſt out of the Temple, in the whole 25th chapter of 
St. Matthew, all concerning Profeſſors ; whence -it appears, how 
far People may go in a Profeſſion, and yet at laſt fail of their Ex- 
peRation: upon the conſideration whereof it may be doubted, whe- 
ther as many Souls do not miſcarry by Security in an ineffetual 
Profeſſion, as by living in groſs.and ſcandalous Sins. . To Souls thus. 
prepared Truth will undoubtedly find admittance, and the Good 
Spirit will be ready to lead them into all neceſlary Truth, | 


The Diſcourſes above-mentioned are, 


JF Prayers for the Dead : With a: Preface cory < the Neceſlity 
of a Retrattion of the miſtaken Reformation for a more firm 
Settlement of the Peace of the Nation. - ; - : 

A Profeſſion of Faith comprizing the Ancient Forms of the Ca- 
tholick Church, with other Articles concerning the Roman Terms 
of Communion. | | 

A Letter to. a Young Man of one of the Religious Societies in 
London, concerning Separation, and the Proceedings of the Re- 
formation. | ow 

Common Principles of a juſt Vindication. of the Rights of. the 
Kingdom of God: upon Earth. 
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PRAYERS 


FOR THE 


DEAD: 


| | Whether the Pra#ice and. Tradition 
] thereof in the Cxvk cu be truly 
CaTHOLICK, and a competent 
Evidence of Apoſtol:ck Original and 
Authority ? 


Humbly tendred to the Confidera- 
tion of the Right Honourable the JUDGES, 
and of the Genzlemen of the Honourable Pro- | | 
feflion of the LAW : | 


With a PREFACE concerning the Reaſons 
chereof, and the Concern of the Nation, thar the 
Differences about Religion be better con- 
{idered, in order to a more firm Foundation of 


| an Honourable and Laſtmg PEACE. 


_—_— 


LONDON, 
Printed in the Year, 1699. | | 
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To the Right Honourable John Lord Summers, Baron | 
of. Evelham, Lord High Chancellour of England ; 
Sw-John Holr, Lord Chief Juſtice of the Kings- 
Bench; Sir-George Treby, Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
Common Pleas ; Sir Edward Ward, - Lord Chief 

Baron ; and the -reſt of the Flonourable Judges. 


May it pleaſe Your Lordfhips. 
? | | Hough at firſ8 to ſome it. may ſeem ſtrange and improper 


to.offer a Theological Controverfie to the Confideration 
 _ of Magiſtrates, and Judges of Civil Cauſes; yet if 
the preſent Conſtitution of the Church of England, the Nature 
of the Queſtion, and the ſpecial Qualifications of the Perſons for 
the Conſideration of ſuch a Queſtion, beſides. the Common Con- 
cern of all States: and Perſons in Matters of Religion, be well 
confider'd, "nothing can. be more reaſonable» 4 Church pro- 
fefſing, and-glorying in the- Profeſſion, .of a Religion Eſtabliſhed 
by Law; and jo intirely ſubjett to the. Authority of the State, 
that it cannot call a Synode, chooſe a Biſhop, Dean or Prebent, 
waie,a Canon, or alter any publiok Prayers of the Church with- 
out it 2. a Queſtion of Preſcription, Vſage, and Cuſtom, than 
which noue- ane more. frequently.examined, tryed and determined 
3 .0ur Civil Courts; and, by conſequence, no Perſons more pro- 
per to give a Judgment upon ſuch a Queſtion, becauſe none 
more verſed and expert. in Caſes of that nature ' than thoſe. of 
the Honourable, Profeſſion-of the Law.  Befides, Tour Lord: 
ſhips, and therreſt of that Fenourable Profeſſion, have another 
Qualification indiſpenſably:requiſite-to a' juſt and true Fudgs 


ment. 


190-1 

went, Indifferency and Freedom from any ſpecial Prejudice, 
more than what is common to the whole Nation, -and as much 
above that as any Perſons in it; I mean that of Education; 
by which, tho' the inconſiderate YVulgar, and People of little 
FTudgment, are very frrangel affetted and moved, either fondly 
affeting, or childifhly abhorring what hath nothing of real Good 
or Evil, but what proceeds from an abuſed or deceived Tmagi- 
nation; yet Men of Parts, Judgment, and Experience cag more 
eaſily extricate themſelves out of the fetters and manacles of 
ſuch Impreſſions and Prejudice upon confideration of ſufficient 
Grounds and Reaſons. But the Generality of the Engliſh 
Clergy, and Non-Conformiſts, are under a double ſpecial -Pre- 
judice and Pre-ingagement: the Authority and Credit of their 
Party ; and their own in particular, having not only imbibed a 
Special Opinion in the Caſe, but inconſiderately aſſerted, and ſo 
eſpouſed it alſo, befides the Pradential Caution of not diſoblig- 
ing or offending their Auditors + tho' many Proteſtants an other 
Parts are of another Opinion, and the moſt: learned here have 
deſerted the old Cauſe, both #n their Diſputes in the Univerſity, 
and in their Controverſial Writings. And therefore, as every 
honeſt Man in any Difference would defire the Judgment of ſuch 
as are moſt indifferent, unbyaſſed, and impartial, ſo every wiſe 
Man will defire that they may be Perſons f moſt Ability, Skill, 
and expert in ſuch Matters: And in both theſe reſpetts I 
know none more proper to judge of this Caſe than Your Lord- 
(hips, and the Gentlemen of Tour Honourable Profeſſion. 

Nor is this all, that Tou are thus qualified to judge of this 
matter ; but you have alſo a Concern, a double Concern in it ; 
but, that it may be fairly and truly determined ; aConcern which 
obligeth you to Imparttality, that the Truth may be cleared, and 
an End put to ſuch Differences; both in regard to the Places you 
hold, and the Intereſt you have in the Civil State of the Nation ; 
and in regard of your Perſonal Intereſt -and particular Concerns 
both in this Life and hereafter. - For Matters of Religion are of 
wo little Importance to the Well-being of States, as well as of 

| particular 


Ct 
partieutar Perſous; ,andyo the Well-being of particular Pefſors 
as.well in\this 'Life,. as: hereafter.” "And allthys-- ina" louple 
reſpe} ; in reſpet to: the Providence. of God; and in 'reſpe#t of 
their Natugal Fificicy and' Tendency,.[Þ is very manifeſt; that 
almelh all the Tinhappineſs, Troubles and Diffnrbainice which this 
Nation hath. /ufferad, forme than veg Rar laſt paſh” have 
proceeded from unhappy Differences about Matrers'of Religion: 
And it woald be as; evident;if. duly. confiered, that there is 
as little Likelyhiod, if Puſſibuity,” of any- long Continuaiice of 
' Peace without; ſame. pkoper, Application" to ſofatal a' Root of | Mif- 
chief among f},-us, for the Bxtirpation o# Supprofiion of it; Nor is 
this ſo. vain; unreaſonabie;-or imprattixablet thing to be bought 
0x or attempted, as moſt Meniare. apt-to preſumt' upon the Vuſuc- 
ceſsfulneſs.of the Attempts -whichhave' been mate, if better cin- 
fiderd.-\ It i5 n0un/uabthingi\ for Mex to learn from the Errors 
of former \ Attempts fot" corre dhevr oMeriiods rand Meaſoirts, 
as to arcompii{ with eaſewoliagrathers-with great Labour ErE wer 
able to.effectvftlony.things:3n Rrhitice urextihe Rea 0331 Spe- 
culatian, which, aften maaty chave' found: inſoluble by their utmoſt 
Study, appear atidaſt; when the Secret'3s once revealed; very plain 
and.ea/ie: ta theymaaneſe.Capatity. "BuPJu \ſuolDiference$"ns 
theſe. Page va/ly.a double:Shcrety rhe wee Supernatural, 
managed by-invilible, Horifterr of \theoPiviue Prividence "2h: 
other. Natural and:Hutnane, proceeding from 'Brrot of the Uu- 
der/tanding, or. Corruption of the Witl aud. Afetions \invone vr 
both of the Parties <1 And ford thermafk-part\ there' are, Fatilts on 
both ſides, if net from the. beginning; at<loaft inthe: Proareſsiand 
' Continuance of the Difference. For\3t irs infrequent thing for 
ſuch as have a Good Cauſe at. firſt; to ſpoil it:in-the' Mimagement. 
And ſuch. is the Caſe in theſe: Differences' inReligion, which 
have ſo lng infeſted this part of the'Wotld': Wherein the Supet- 
natural. Secret (75.the, Operation afs thoſe Tavigble Powers Lythe 
Commiſſion or:Pernifſiontaf Gady yerCapreftion of what was and i: 
amiſs in the ſeveral Patties,,among whin'they areſe'; the"Conſ- 
deration of which belonging. more properly to Divines, T ſhall ſay 
f | 


nothin 


C3 
wothiing of it here.  But.of thoſe Differences, the firft and wot 
conſiderable are theſe between the Rorhan Church, and thoſe who 
pretend a Reformation, , And the Natural and Humane Secret 
in them lies incertaia Faults.on beth ſides. The Faults and Scan-- 


dals of the Papacyand Court of Rowe nfo and notorious, 


that all good and-inteligent Ratplegroaned for a Reformation long 


before Lather was bdrv; : But the Faults of thern, who preterided* 


ro-that Work, willdgpear, when well conſidered, no lefs, neither in 
Number, wor Nature : There # noneof them all that is not notoriouſly 
guilt y of Sacriſege; Schifm card; Ztere/ie +, beſides divers Vnchri- 
ſtan. Praitices, toypromote-er.majitaih their Party, It is even 
natural to Men t0runvit ofcone Extrean into theother + and the 
Evil Spirits, when they are permitted, ceaſe not. to infligate the 
corrupt eli[pr/ition-of Hen to'the utmoſt they can, Fence have- 
proceeded theſe many cudBBfs. Differences among themſelves, who 
| a fo} vie aw ceCharc » dry And ro 
aud Myſcarfiager are v:noterions, that they are many of them 
cone, axhrowedged, 


faultleſs befote; wes farther corrupted: by Craniter, (who, the by 


fome- magnified\ai\a dtartyr, will-appaar in-time ts have heow fo 


ifchienou; en tl rimentibothduCharth and Ste; af makes him. 


very wrrdrthy of anyiiinontable Charatter or Memory in any part 


of the Cathallgt Church, bat eſpecially that of - England ) 


and ſettled 4 Jaſt thro the-prevalence of a Party of Calvinian | 


Seftaries, with ſuch" Abuſes ant Corruptions in the begun 


Queen Elipabeth.s Reign;ras the my farmed and eidivet of the 
Engliſh G/orgy have dos defrrex and indleavorred what they cout” 
20 redtifie, but' have. never been able: toefeft, or ſcarte dared to 
tempt it in anygreat Matters, being abuſed and bug-beared with - 


popular Quicries aud Impatations of Fopery, ( with which the Peo- 
daved tn afertw7 pin-up ding, of the Primitive Gentine Ohrifh- 
_ auity cbntraty:t0-the Nations of that Fattion : who have been pricks. 


in theix Eyes, and thorns nyheir Sides, both to Church and State, 


EVEer- 


| wrd-heſchrimed by Þuers of the moſt- 
liarned of all Partias, The Rogliſh Reformarign, which was not - 
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Hhoſe Differences,” befrdes than a out” Antichr /E, "(which he dc 

Ho? "at \all approve EL "Pall lies.on. the ſia Le ; the Proefen's 
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gratifie the People, but undermining" the Four of Chrift, and 
rhe Power . of Godlineſs, ane: ſettling the. People in Proeſurnption 
and Security upon a Falſe Foundation; according to the Deſcri> 
ption of t he Apaſile, Speaking perverſe things: to draw away 
Diſciptes--after them ayd- the Fruits and Effeats- azreeable 
thercunto ; a plain Indication that it was not of God, but in the 
Nature of a" Judgment, and that they. knew not what they did, 
nor what Spirit they were 'of - which, tho* certain Truths, and 
very evident when looked into, yet are not ſo obvious to comm:n 
Obſervation." Nor indeed, was I my ſelf ſo ſenſible of much of 
them.till after much Study and Indeawours to promote the Service 
of Gad, and Good of my Country, it all ſeemed to' me to be under 
an Enchantment, \/o-that no Good could be done : Wherenpon con 
fidering the Fruits; according. to our Saviour's Rule, upon a fair 
Invitation and: Opportunity I reſolved upon a Retirement, and a 
Review of-the Reformation, the Root which produced no better 
Fruits : And coming, to it with mach Sincerity and Impartiality, 
T ſao perceived all this that Fhave here ſaid, and more, very 
clearly ; and ſome things, which relate to the Civil State and 
prefent Settlement of this Nation ; of which I ſoon gave an. ac- 
count to) ſuch Perſons as I thought maſt proper, to acquaint His 
Majefly with it; to diſcharge my own Conſcience, what-ever was 
farther: done in it." wy wiki 

I do not deny but there was need of a Reformation of divers 
things : but none know better:than your Lordſhips, and the Gen- 
temen-of -youn Profeſſion, how commion a thing it is for Men, who 
have-neally a good.Caufe;to'make"it ill through Paſſion, Partiality, 
anreaſonable Demands or:Charges,-and' ſuch ill | Management as, 
if. it 'come to Tryal, it muſt. be" found againſt them; or tho" it be 
#ot- Good," yet through Partiality or Prejudice to think it Good; 
an then; whenghy degrees:they have well fixed and rivetted th 
Opinion, and des engaged their Reputation in it, to per fy 
themſehves that thoſe things are lawful for the, Maintenance of 
which, 4#\ tryth, are not'; aud thoſe things uſeful"or  neceſsary, 
which, in'conclufton, will bat expoſe and- ruine it : how much Mife 

4 = | bief | 


CE 1 
- chief People thus affefted. frequently: bring upon themſelves aud 
others, aud endleſs Vexations, when obftinate in their Opinion, 
reſolute in their Demands, and pertinacious in their Contentions, 
right or wrong : how undecent and unbecoming, even in Civil 
Matters, this appears to all wiſe and good Men, who have Oppor- 
tanity to obſerue the Truth of the Caſe : On the other fee; how 
wach more Prudent it tis, as well as' Fuſt and Honeſt, if a Mau 
have the Misfortune to parchaſe au il Title, or be unhappily 
concerned in an ill Cauſe, to indeavour to make it Good by fair 
Agreement with Parties concerned, and Tender. of wbat is juſt 
and reaſonable; and ſuch honeſt Means as will at leaſt ſecure his 
Reputation, if not his Cauſe alſo, hawever much mend\the matter. 
This has been always my PraKtice, and this 1 am reſobved to ds 
#n this Caſe, of what I have diſcover d upon my Review aforeſaid : 
1 do utterly diſclaim all. the Iniquity of the Caſe that T have 
already diſcovered, or can diſcover,” all the Sacrilege, Schifm, 
and Ferefre, and other Corrupttons of the pretended Reformation 
zn general, and of that of England in particular. ' Hd tho' I do 
not forſake the Corruptions of this Church to eſpouſe thoſe of auo- 
ther ; yet I think fit to make my own Cauſe good, and to fland 
only upon ſuch Terms, as 1 can comfortably refer to the Goodneſs 
aud Mercy of God, and as. 1 am ſatisfied will make it their 
Paults, not mine, who ſhall refuſe Agreement and” Communion 
with me. What I think prudent i my own Caſe, if it be ſo in- 
deed, I could wiſh the whole Nation did ſee it as well as I: For 
T believe it a more firm Foundation fora laſting Peace and trac 
a by than any other we can build npon. . . And if. T be not mi- 
ftaken in the Matters in Difference, there 2s ſcarce. any but-ſach, 
as many principal Men of the one fide think ought to be yielded by 
them, or as all on the other confeſs may, for just Cauſe, be granted 
by them; or may be otherwiſe accommedated bygonly fit Expli- 
i: aud Expreſſions. To which, {ce the" conſtelerable 
Both fides bave ſhewed a very goad: Diſpuſition, anzl the Na» 
ture aud Precepts of the Goſpel, and the Peace, axdl Repofe,; and 
Common Good of Mankins, eſpecially in thrs part of the World, 
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which may have a great Tufluence por the reſt; do require it ; I 
believe it would be for the Honour and Intereff of which fide 
ſoever ſhould do it, to make the' Propoſal, provided it be vwe- 
ry juſt. and reaſonable.” of thoſe Matters, which are thourht 
zht to be: yielded, this, which Fpropoſe to 'yonr Lordhips Con- 
ſideration, concerning the ancieat Frattice of Pravers for the 
Dead, 7s one, and the —_— Taftance that can be in all re- 
fpefts. It is indeed a double Inſtance ; for it is a p!ain Foidence, 
that one of the pgs 2” Sappofitions, with which not- only Multi- 
tudes of People in theſe laſt Ages, but ever fince the firſt Ages 
of Chriſtianity, have been deceived and miſled, with very plau- 
fible pretence, is notwithſtanding falſe in it ſelf, behdes falla- 
cious miſapplications of what is true :. as appears abundantly by 
Irenxus, Tertullian, aud the Common Pradtice of the Ancient 
Chriſtians in their Conteſts with Hereticks and Schiſmaticks. 
Hnd it is in- its ſelf one- of the greateſt Inſtances of the Power 
of: Prejudice to abuſe weak Men ont of their apparent Jutereft,. 
without any other competent (ground or reaſon ; of the Weakneſs 
of Men to be ſo abuſed ; and of the Txconſideratene(s of thoſe who 
ajoe to be- pojitive, and dirett others in ſuch Caſes, that 
My antention at firſt was to have-publiſhed a Vindication of 
the True Engliſh Liturgy, the firi? Book of Ed. 6. compoſed by 
known Engliſh Clergy-Men, and afterward corrupted and difor- 
dered by Cranmer, and a Fation of Poreigners, antl vther unkuown 
Calvinian Settaries-in Secret, and /o craftily impoſed: upon the 
Church aud Nation. But when I confidler:d, in theſe unhappy 
Differences, how partially Zealous the Generality of Clergy-Men 
( who have any Zeal at all } are for their own Party,more than 
for the common Eoncerns of Religion, or of their Country ; aud 
how nnconeerned: the chief of the Clergy of this Nation are, and 
have heen oh ey the State affumed the Supream Power of 
Ecolefraſtical Matters, as if either diſpirited; or preſuming that 
the Care aiſo-is incumbent only up? them who have aſſumed the 
Power-;. and: how little: T have- found; by Experience, is to be 
| expeded. 
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expefted from them; aud, onthe. other fide, how neceſſary (not- 
withſtanding, it ts for the Peace. and Repeſe of this Nation;-that 


the Occaſions of ſuch miſchievous Diſſenticns. ſhould, be better con- 
fidered and removed; I preſently. perceived. 1.had-a fair Qppore . 


tunity in this to preſent. a proper- inſtance of 'a« Hatter of, ſuch 
Importance to Perſons as well . qualified to judge; and who were 
likely to be as ſenſible of the Importance of it, as any ; and there- 
z1pon concluded to preſent it alone to the Conſideration of Tour Lord- 
ſhips, and the Gentlemen of Tour Honourable, Profeſſion ; having 
already, as to the reſt, made a conſiderable Experiment of what 
I have here ſaid, of the Hopes we may.have of a good Sucoeſs, 
if they, to whom it doth belong, will but do what is mm their Power 
towards it : For having publiſhed a Liturgy, Entituled,. The 
Liturgy of the Ancients repreſented, as near as well may be, in 
Engluh Forms, not much different (anly..a 1;1tle;more compleat) 
from that Reſtitution of the True Englith Liturgy attempted. by 
the Scotch, with the Aſſiſtance of the Principal of the Engliſh 


Biſhops, Anno 1637. T7 preſented it to ſome of the principal : 


learned Men firſt of the Engliſh, who much approved it, and 
wiſhed it reſtored by Law; then of the Lutherans, who alſo ap- 
proved it, and declared their Satisfattion to communicate .in that 
Form ; and, at laft, of the Roman Catholicks, who had ng Ex- 
ceptions to the Matter or Form of it, And, in ſhort, to ſay the 
Truth, the Abuſe and Corruptions of the Publick Liturgy. in theſe 
zwo particulars, Of Prayers for the.Dead, and the Chriſtian 
Sacrifice, tomention nothing more, are, ſo groſs aud notorious, that 
they alone are ſufficient to make the Church of England inexca- 
fably Guilty of Schiſm, and juſtly obnoxious to Excommunication, 
which may be the Enchantment it ſeems to lie under) and unſafe 
ter any pious Perſon, after notice, to hd Communion with it : ſo 
that it ſeems aot only expedient and pradent. for the State.to 
conſider theſe Matters, ( for atherwiſe nothing 45s to be. expetted 
from theſe Biſhops) but abſolutely neceſsary.: .Aud ſo T leave it 
with Tour Lordſhips. : | 
Your Lordihips moſt Humble Servant. 
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Of the Pragice-of, 1 
Prayers for the DEAD 
In"the Chriſtian Church. OLE 


H E: Performance'of any good-Offices for the Dead, even 
to their Bodies, their. Bones, their: Memories, their 
Wills, &. hath alyays been, reputed a very:commen- 
dable thing - among-;all, civilized Nations; and what- 
ever hath been aCted to the contrary, barbarous, and inhumane ; 
and the only Negle& of ſuch Offices -by ſuch as were: under any 
fpecial Obligation, of evil conſequence; as if Mankind had ſome 
ſecret ſenſe that. Separate ,Souls were ſenſible of the. Kindneſs; or 
Unkindneſs. of thoſe who ſuryived them, and had fome:power to 


geratifie or. revenge the Kindneſs or-Injuries, eſpecially of their Re-: 
lations, and ſuch as they had, any ſpecial Intereſt in'in their Life- 


time. - And if ſuch inferior Offices to their Bodies and- Memories 
have been ſo reputed, much more may ſuch good Offices, as 
Prayers for the Souls departed, deſerve commendation." And ac- 
corgingly it hath, been. always, commonly prattiſed, by all Nations, 
Gentiles, Jews, Mahometans,. and. Chriſtians.z and that without any 
known Beginning: but very probably by Tradition from the common 
* Parents of Mankind, being very agreeable to Nature, and confirmed 
by Apparitions. 


And certainly this is a thing, ſo :mmocent, ſo free from all appea- 
rance of Evil, ſo deſirable both for ones {elf and their Friends, that 
it is very {trange that any, eſpecially, good People, ſhould be per- 
ſuaded, nay -frighted from itz and mnch more that any ſhould fo 
preſume, upon their own Opinion and Conceit, as to cffer to per- 

; B ſuade 
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ſuade them ſo contrary to the Practice of the whole World in gene- 
ral, and of the whole Catholick Church, without clearer Evidence 
in ſo obſcure a Caſe, as is that of the middle State of Souls to us 
Mortals: which is. got ta be-believed could .ever- have been with- 
out ſome ſecret Energy of thoſe Powers of Darkneſs, which have 
effeted greater Miſchiefs than this by the ſame Inſtruments. - 

It is the Praftice off the Jows. at this day, ant! has been fo without 
any known beginning : was ſo before our Saviour's time, as appears 
by the Book of AYaccafees, and their ancient Form of Prayer, which, 
'tis ſad, they ufed in the Captivity,” filextant in their "Talmud ; 
and never was reproved by our Saviour, or any: of his Apoſtles, 
or of the Primitive Chriſtians. 

It is the Prattice of the wholg Catholigh Church at this day, and of 
all Chriſtians, except" fich as according /to*the tmanimons Senti- 
ments of the Ancients are gone, and are, out of it; and hath been 
fo without any known beginning, in their moſt ſolemn Worſhip ; 
fo that nv Church can. be aſſigned where they, who fcruple art it 
now; could fave had' Communion witbotitit: And never was op- 
poſed; contradited, ox queſtionet by* ary one” of any Reputation 
1 the Catholick Church: of by any one at/all' for near 400 years. 

The firſt, who is known'to have queſtioned it, was Arrizs, 1n the 
time of Ep:phanius, a Presbyter, a frantick, proud, conceited Man, 
diſcontented becauſe he could nor get a Biſhoprick, and thereupon, 
*tis probable, qu 


and' Epiphanins and. St. Auſtin-reckon' him in their Catalogues of 
Hereticks for his Oppoſition of this Practice eſpecially. 

The next, whoſe Teſtimony is produced in this Canfe, is one 
Stephanus Gobarus, an obſcure Scribler, and a confeſſed Heretick, 
even by Uſher, who alleadgeth his'Feſtimony, as well as by Photius, 
from whom he takes it, andwho gives this Charadter of his Book, 
that it ſeems a Work of*mnch Labour, bnt little Profit; and a 
Study rather of Applauſe and Vain-Glory, rhan any great Uſeful- 


neſs. It was a Collection of the different Sentences of the Fathers. 


in divers points of Doctrine, and alleadged to prove ſuch a Diffe- 

rence of Opinions in 'this Caſe, and what was the true Sentence of 

the Church, A-ſpecial Witnefs, and to mnch purpoſe ! an He- 

retick to prove the true” Sentence of the Church? and 'a vain- 

glorious Perſon, who, out of Oſtentation of 'Parts and Learning, 

{ceks for Differences in the Fathers, and ſets himfeIf up for a _ 
wW 


errelled n6t only at diyers Praftifes of the Church, 
but 'at Epiſcopacy it elf; an; Hl Man by the Judgement of all; 
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which-he might, if he had;-pleaſed, ha alſo. uatheScaipture 
it ſelf. VO all he LEh y © much as declare his Ss 
in the principal Queſtion in xhis Caſe, but only. in-a by-poant. 
A poor Cauſe that ſtands. ini need. of: ſuch Supparts?: Per prns 
If we ſet, him-afidey; as well we;may, who Uhr competent 
Witnels: of; the. Sexitence, of the Chorch, or: gdoth derlare his own 
in this'Caſe, we find not another-ig/near; 700! years atten fcriuty 
till Perer de Bruzs, and one: Henricws, a: runagate Monk, who-took 
up a Trade of Preaching, and ſpent what ;bg., Sor in Gaming,.and 
-on Harlots : They denied alſo the Baptiſm, of Jafants, the- Chri- 
ſtian Sacrifice, Publick Churches, &c. againſt, them! Peers, Clunia- 
cenſis, a Man eminent for. Learging,ang. SauQity,; wrote, and; St. 
Bernard preached, and confirmed: his; DoQrine with {great a 
Miracle, as convinced Multitudes, who hax-been ſeduced by-thern, 
After theſe aroſe one Walde, a Citizen of' Lions, very rich, but 
unlearned, who probably had a Zeal for God, but not according 
to Knowledge, and . attxiqting ;;too much 'tg- his own Opinion, 
procured certain Books.to be. written. 'inchis-own 4angrage,.and 
diſtributing his Eftate among, the Pooxy, took upon; him the-Apor 
ſtolick Office of Preaching,' and begaxthe Set calted after his own 
Name, Walderſes ;. and from their Place and Quality, The Peor of 
Zions. Among other Heterodox Opinions, ( whereof ſome were 
peculiar to their own; $ett,, and diſallowed by all others) this. of 
rejecting Prayers for the, Dead was One.) -. {2 ſs cn bon 
. The Apoſtolic; of that time, I ſuppoſe, were not. a diſtiz& Set, 
but the ſame; vzho aſſumed. that Name. And the Albigenſes, who 
in the next Century encreafed very much, till 'by the-ſecular 
Power and forge of Arms they were ſuppreſſed, ſeem to have been 
a Branch of the ſame, Root z however, ia this particular they, agreed, 
as they, did 1n-moft athers:. 7: 2 to ga ol oh pb kg 
Since thoſe, I knoyw-pot any Sett which hath ariſen; and[/which 
queſtioned ox- contradicted Prayers for' the Dead, til thoſe which 
have ſprung out of what. is called the Reformation : For 1 do not. 
find that Wickebf, and his Followers here, the Lolards, of Johr 
Huſs, or Hieroms of Prague, who carried his Books and Doftrines 
into their own ;Cqntry, and-were. gll-three: Men:-of ;Parts and 
Learning, eyer., oppoſed Prayers: for: [the /Dead, the!: amodfig, the 
Opinions attributed to Xs, one;is, that, there is vo; Pargatory Fire ; 
which is denied by.othexs,' who: yet are for Prayers;for-the Dead. 
But by.all the ſeveral Sectsof the later Reformers, fmce Luther began, 
B 2 they 
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they! have-been queſtioned, oppoſed. atid-left' out of  their'Publick 
Prayers: Of Sf 1 23 Pf {Fs = 2.39YD I'i 1:3 NJ P1541] 
Only here-in Englerd, in the firſt Liturgy, compoſed by Engliſh 
Clergy, in the Reign of--King- Edward” 6. which I therefore 
call The True 'Englſh: Latiirgy, the ancient Prayers" for the'Dead 
were retained; both i'the moſt 'Solemn"Office'6f rhe Daily'Sacri- 
fice; and: at Fatierals- "But-theſe/ and” other principil Parts 6F” the 
Litergy were ſoon after aew-mndelled'in' a clandeſtine-maniner by 
Cranmer, Bucer, and: other: Foreigners, and Calvinian Sefaries ; and 
crafrily impoſed upon the Church-and\ Nation: And the Abuſe is 
continaed to this day, 15935 vet FI a OE 
"This 6'the*true Originab-and'Smccefſion 'of all* the Oppoſition which 
hath-ever been made'to-this Practice! of all Mankind in'peneral, and 
of the' whole Catholick/Chutch of Chrift ;'|by Heteticks, Sectaries; 
and Schiſmaticks, and the-meaneſt of all thoſe; not a Man amongſt 
them-of any Eminence for Piety, or any Virtue, or ſo much as Parts 
or-Learning : much lefs-any Man of-Note''in-the Church :'-.much 
tefs any Charch,/Party,/or Part of the Catholick :Church, who were, 
or who continued in Communion with The Catholick Chiirch, or 
any” Particular Catholick Church, as'they anciently diſtinguſh'd 


them from the Aſſemblies and Aſſociations of-Hereticks, and Schiſ= + 


maticks in the ſame City. It is very obſervable, wonderful, and 
2 great Evidence of unqueſtionable - or- undeniable Truth, that in 
ſo many Ages, when there hid been ſo:many ſo conſiderable Parties 
of Aereticks and Schiſmaticks;' and ſo-maheious; ſpiteful, and in- 
raged, as many of theny were againſt the Church, that none of the 
moſt conſiderable of them-ſhould ever ſeek to advantage their Cauſe 
by ſucha Queſtion ;- which doubtleſs they would not have failed to 
have done, -had they apprehended any color of 'Fruth -or Advan= 
tage in it: that none in all the Parts of the World ſhould ever 
oppoſe it but ſfach/'an' obſcure, inconfiderate+-and -inconſtderable 
Generation of- People, til *the :Jate' Reformers ſprang up, who 
thought they could 'never reform - enough, or pick quarrels too 
much, till they had brought that, which: might have been a conſi- 
derable Caule, if well laid -and managed, to an indefenſible brable. 
Amongſt them/indeed-therehavebeen'itany Men of ffficient E.earn- 
ing ; but; -bur few of that Ingenuity; Impartiality;2freedon*from 
Prejudice, temporal Intereſt; or Feay of Diſpleaſing, and of that 
Generolity; as to aſſert the Truth- plainly, ' without- reſpet of 
Perſons or Parties : and thoſe tew have'been very much ” down 

among 
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(among'us eſpecially): by the Violence and Headineſs of Parties and 
rations.” Yet ſuch is the Power and Evidence of Truth in this Caſe, 
that it hath found Advocates amongſt the moſt learned of all Parties. 
Of this I think it not improper 'to produce an inſtance or two 
in this Place : The firſt ſhall be an eminent Perſon both for Learn- 
mg-:and Virtue, Biſhop Forbes, the firſt Biſhop of Ederburg, pro- 
moted by King Charles 1. who is'reported to have ſaid 'of him, 
That he had found out a Biſhop, who deſerved that a See ſhould 
be made for him. In his Conſidtrationes Modeſte, Controverſia de 
Purgatorio, cap. 3. S. 17. coming to ſpeak of Prayers and Obla- 
tions for the Dead ; Sed hic primum, &c. But here firs, faith he, 
z5 tobe reproved the Opinion of ſome rioid Proteſtants, who do altoge- 
ther. cenſure and condemn Prayers for the Dead; becauſe they find no 
Precept or Example of ſuch Prayers in the Old'or New Teſtament. Cer- 
p rainly even thoſe, who are moſt againſt it, dare not deny that it is a moſt 
ancient Cuſtom, and moſt ( univerſally ) received-in the whole Church of 
Chri#t, that in the Publick Prayers of the Church Commemoration ſhould 
be made for the Dead, and Reſt beprajed for to God for thoſe who died 
proufly,. and in the Peace of the Church. And having cited divers of 
the Ancients for it, he addsr-*This moſt ancient Cuſtom was full of 
Piety, and moſt truly did Callander ſay, © This was always fixt in * All ® Note: Then - 
© Chriſtian Minds, That the Spirits. of thoſe, who being initiated in the this was i= - 
&« Sacrament of Chrit, departed. this Life in the Confeſſion of his Name, "<< among ; 
*© with ſegnification of. Repentance, ſhould be commended to the Mercy of _ 
| & God, that Remiſſion of Sin, Eternal Reſt, and a Part with the Elett, 
7 © might. be untreated for them. | And althos' concerning that State of +This ſecond i 
©. Souls, for which thoſe things were profitable, it was neither ſufficiently part is ſo ci- 
«manifeſt, nor agreed among all, yet all judged this Office, as a Teſtimony *<4 in Uſher, 
&« of Charity toward the Deceaſed, and a Profeſſion of Fa.th concerning ®: on poten 
*-the Immortality of Souls, axd. Reſurrection to come, to be grateful to nes 
« God, and profitable to. the Church.” Then he ſaith, This moſt An- into miſtake, 
cient and Univerſal Cuſtum of the Church very many and moſt. learned as if+ they - 
Proteſtants do nat diſatow ;, and cites the Apology of the Augsburg Wer< not a= 
Confeſſ. Chemnicins, Mentſerus, Luther, Gerard, Urbanus Regins, Por- _ Ne IP 
f1us, Voſſins, Dr. Field, Biſhop Andrews, and paſſing over in ſilence the .amhos 
very many.others, as he ſaith, he recites the Words of the Liturgy of did intend. . 
Edward 6..both: in the-Office far the Communion, and that for 
Burials; laments that ſuch moſt ancieat and pious Prayers: ſhould, , 
by. the Perſuaſion 'of Bucer, and others, be expunged ; and wiſheth . 
that-the Church .of England, which hath ſhewed great Moderation 
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in many other things of leſs moment, had rather conformed -her 
ſelf in this buſineſs, as alſo in ſome others, to the moſt ancieat 
Cuſtom of the Univerſal Church; than for ſome Errors and Abules, 
which had by degrees crept in, plainly reje&ted it, and wholly taken 
it away, to the great Scandal of almoſt all other Chriſtians, 

I need add no more after this Learned and Apoſtolick Biſhop, 
only, in ſhort, take notice of what Vrbanns. Regins ſaith, that Nane 
rejett it but Epicureans and Sadduces ;, and YVorſtius, that No Good Man 
can diſlike it , and Biſhop Andrews, that There 3s little that can be [aid 
again#t it; and conclude this matter with the Words of the learned 
and famous Hugo Grotins; The uſe of Praying for the Dead, received 
through all Churches of the Eaſt, no leſs than of the Weſt, ought not to 

be condemned, And after ſome reaſons for it, and ſomething con- 
cerning the Jews, he adds, The Ancient Liturgies are not to be con- 
ademned, ſince ChriSt himſelf did never reprehend the Prayers for the 
Deaa, commonly uſed among the Jews; of which there 15 a Form extant 
in the Talmud, made, as us believed, in the Babylonian Captivity, and 

mentioned in the ſecond Book of the Maccabets, | 
.It will be replied, That as great a Man, and of the Church of 
Enpland, as any of thoſe, hath written againſt it, the famous Uſver, 
Arch-Biſhop of Armarh. It is very true he hath, and imployed and 
{ſtrained all his Learning, all his Parts, and all his Skill, and a little 
too much, to oppoſe it ; and all to very little purpoſe for his own 
Cauſe, but to very good purpoſe againſt it: For it is a great 
Evidence and Demonſtration of what Biſhop Andrews truly ſaid, 
"That there # little that can be ſaid againſt what this great Man takes 
ſuch pains to oppoſe. The ſole Queition between him! and his Ad- 
* To uſe bi verſary was, Whether the Fathers of the firſk 400 0x 500 Tears held 
own words p. that Prayer for the Dead is both commendable and godly ? as appears 
170. He at. by the Challenge, which was in thoſe very Words, and no other, 
leadgech in- How, and where, doth he anſwer this plain Queſtion ? His Title of 
deed a num- that part of his Anſwer is general, Of Prayer for the Dead. He ſaw 
4 el prod well enough how little he had to ſay to that plain Queſtion ; and 
Mens Eye, therefore reſolved to take more Liberty, to ſay ſomething of the mat- 
with all; ter of his Title, tho little or nothing to the Queſtion. He ſpends three 
which beirg ſcore and ten pages upon the general matter ; but, if I miſtake nor, 
— —_ not ten lines directly and cloſely to the ſpecial Queſtion. ' Which 
fankd elves is to abuſe, not ſo much his Adverfary, as his Reader,:with a ſpe- 
ar all to the ious appearance of an Anſwer, which, in truth -and reality, is 
purpoſe, nothing to the purpoſe. That which comes neareſt to the purpoſe 
is 
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is what he ſaith, pag. 246. © Theſe Two Queſtions, ſaith he, muſt neceſſa- 
& rity. be diſtinguiſhed : Whether Prayers and Oblations were to be 
& made for the Dead ? and, Whether the Dead did receive any pe- 
& culiar Profit thereby ? 7» the latter of theſe, he (the Reader) ſhall find 
&« rreat Difference among the Dottors : im the former, very little, or none 
&« fl, : This.is indeed to the purpoſe :* but his Reſolution of the 
former Queſtion, tho? very true, is a plain. Confeſſion againſt him- 
elf. For tf they be agreed that Prayers and Oblations were to be 
made for the Dead, then certainly they held that that was com- 
mendable and godly ; which is all that his Adverfary did affirm 
then, and that I do principally aſſert now: for what I have to 
alleadge farther, is but a Conſequence of that. And his Reſolution 
of: the latter Queſtion is manifeſtly falſe, and a diſingenuous Aſler- 
tion : for ifamong ſo great a namber of DoQors in ſo many Years 
he could have aſſigned five, or fix, or ten, who had really differed 
in that point from the reſt;-( which thoſe few he cites rightly un- 
derſtood did not) had' that been a Great Difference? And if ſome 
Authors do ſay, that ſome, or that many; 1n their time, were doubt- 
ful in the point, is that a ſuſficient*proof that it was till 2 Queſtion 
#7 the Church ? when they name not one Perſon in particular, much 
leſs any Doctor, nor tell us ſo much as of what quality they were, 
who had thoſe Doubts. When-a Diference is Great, there muſt be 
ſome proportion between the Contenders : and' where a Queſtion 
is continued, there maſt be ſome Diſputes, Contention, or Debates.- 
But if Peoples ſecret Doubts muſt be taken for Qneſtions in the Chureh, 
that 1s the ready way to bring all Religion into queſtion : and-it is 
not to be doubted but ſuch dealings in Controverſies hath had its 
ſhare in producing this growth of Scepticiſm and Atheiſm of late. 
That ſuch a Man as this ſhould put Colours upon Cauſes ;' ſhould 
hold up Contentions ; ſhould be fo addicted to Parties,” as in fa- - 
vour to them to confirm People®in Opinions, which if falſe are 
miſchievous, and if true of little Advantage, and contrary to ſo . 
great Authority as 1s on the other ſide; and ſo expoſe his Judg- - 
ment or Integrity, 1s a great Unhappineſs to himſelf, and: a Scandal : 
to others. _ ' | 
It is poſlible, what others may have obſerved in this great Man - 

E for *tis a ſcurvy thing to be ingaged in an ill Cauſe ) may have - 
taught them more Wiſdom ; for, for ought I can find, as well in . 
the Controverſial Writings of late,-as in the Diſputations at the - 
Univerkity, the Qld Cauſe, 47» Preces pro Defunttis ſint Licite? is 
quite. : 
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quite deſerted, and that Queſtion is turned into another, 4» Preces 
pro Defunttis antiquitus uſurpate inferant Purgatorium Papifticum ? 
It is well Men have learned ſo much Wiſdom for themſelves,'as'to 
mend their Cauſe ſo far as that; and it is to be wiſhed, that they 


may alſo learn ſo much Honeſty, as to undeceive the People, and 
reſtore to them, for themſelves and their Friends, the, Comfort and 


Benefit of that-ancient Catholick Prattice. Mr. Thorndike, one 'of 


the learnedſt Perſ>ns this Church hath produc'd, and a late Biſhip 
of St. Aſaph, have'done well to do what they could, and reſtore it 
upon their own Tomb-ſtones, tho* they could not .do. it in the 
Church : and if all who believe well, would but do fo well, as pro- 
feſs what they believe, which certainly they ought to do, we ſhould 
ſoon ſee the Truth revive and flouriſh beyond Expectation ; 1and 
ſo, much of our Contentions abated. Set i) 
Thus concerning the Perſons who have oppoſed this Practice, and 
ſet up themſelves againſt the Authority of the whole Catholick 
Church.' I'come now to conſider the Oppoſirzon it ſelf, their Allega- 
tions and Reaſons. Such is the-Wit of Man, and the Subtilty of Sa- 
tan, that ſcarce any Truth is ſo evident, but they can find out ſome 
ſpecious Appearances to ſet up againſt it; But ſuch is the Mercy and 
Wiſdom of God, that he hath provided ſufficient means for Dire- 
cion for all ſuch as keep within »the Bounds of Humility and Obe- 
dience; that is, in Subjection not only of their Wills, but- alfo 
of their Intelle&s and Underſtandings, to his. Orders, Ordinances 
and Preſcriptions, the very Buſineſs of their Lives in this World, 
for Preparation for another. And to ſuch, beſides the Common 
Means, he will kindly vouchſafe a ſpecial Guidance ſufficient for 
their Circumſtances. Of the Danger our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
have given to all fair Warning, and great Caution; acquainting 
vs with the End, why the moſt Wiſe and Gracious God permits it, 
for Tryal and Exerciſe ; the Danger-2nd-Subtilty of the Miniſters 
of Satan, ſuch as ſhould deceive, if it were poſſible, the very Elec ;; 
the ſpecial Marks to know and avoid them, viz. Their Fruits, ſpe- 
cious Pretences, ( Sheeps Clothing, ) and DiſtraCtion and Diſagree- 
ment among themſelves, crying, Here is Chri#t, and There is Chriſt ; 
and ſpecial Directions, Bel:eve them not, Go not out after them: All 
this Proviſion hath the Devil attempted to undermine, partly by 
raiſing real Scandals and Offences, and partly by ſtrongly repre- 
ſenting Imaginary ones. Bat againſt all this Humility and: Charity 
will tortifie us; and the Grace; ſpecial Guidance and Mercy iof 
- 2 God 
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God,will preſerve us, if we be careful to,continne jn thoſe Graces, 
It was; Pride, and, Arrogance, ang iDiſcontent .in 4erins,; which 
gave the * Devil Advantage to inſtigate him to the firſt Opp6ſition 
of ſuch a Catholick Practice. . It was Pride; Vanity, , and Oftenta- 
tion of Parts, by which he ſet Gobarws to work toſhew his Learn- 
iog and AcuteneS. in finding out Differences of Opinions among 
them, who'perhaps in many of thoſe things differed no more; than 
the Writers. of the Sacred Scriptures feem to do;;.-For 1 -do:not 
find that he made any ſpecial Oppoſition againſt this PraQtice. ' But 
I doubt it was not imaginary, but real Scandal and groſs Abuſes of a 
good Pradice, by which Waldo and his Followers, and the Albigen- 
ſes, were moved to oppoſe all without Diſtinttion:; tho? there 
ſeems to have been in him, with a Zeal for God, but without, Know- 
ledge, a Mixture of Pride and Conceitednefs. And it was real, 
and” not imaginary Scandal, by which Zucher was at firſt . moved 
to oppoſe Indulgencies, and his Followers. at firſt to oppoſe even 
this innocent and commendable Praftice. . But in ſuch Men as 
Uſher and Bucer, it was . the Reputation of the Cauſe they had 
eſpouſed in groſs, and Compliances. with -the Times, and -their. 
particular. Intereſts, by.which- they .-were moved: -But -let-us bpt- 


carefully follow. our Saviour's,, Admogitions and-Directions, wiſely: 
Ingredients of the. Compoſition of Truth and Falſe- 


diſtinguiſh the 
hood, and honeſtly imbrace, hold faſt, and own the Truth, when 
we, have the Opportunity, and we, ſhall not want ſufficient Light 
and Evidence to find it... - 

The ſpecioms” Appearances | 
of the Church of Chriſt are. theſe ;--- 1, That -there- is no Scri-/ 
pture Authority for it. 2. That the Ancient. Practice was 
to Pray for all, ſuch as were at;Reſt. 3. That the Ancients 
were .not agreed in their Opinions. concerning the State of Se- 
parate Souls, or the general Intention of the Church in thoſe 
Prayers. | 


ſet, up- agaiaſt this Catholick Practice 
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"0 detect the Fallacy, Falſ y. and. Impertinence of theſe Alle- 


gations, as briefly as may be : To the firſt, I fay, it is a meer Fal-- 
lacy, and grounded upon a falſe Suppoſition, that nothing is to be 
admitted.in DoQrine or Worſhip but what there is Scripture Au- 
thority for, if it, be underſtood of a ſpecial Authority; and their uſual 


Pretences of not Adding, or Diminiſhing,; are to: be underſtood. of 


thoſe particular Parts, or Books of the Scripture, as is plain by the 
Additional Writings and Pratices of Holy Men afterwards, 2. It 
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is inconſiſtent with the Tradition of the DoQtrine, and Inſtztutions 
of the Goſpel, and of the Orditthfces of the' Apolttes; which were 
all by Word an&Deed; withoit Writing, asithe Common Laws 
of this Nation were at firſt {etrled : - and much of what was writ- 
ten, was written upon ſpecial Oceaſtons, and-much with that Bre- 
vity and Conciſeneſs, by the ſpecial Providence of God, as "was 
ſufkcient for them for whom it was intended,'and yet fo as ſhould 
need-4n 'AutHentick Explication'tb preſerve the Attthority of the 
Catholick Church. 3. It is contrary to the expreſs Direttions of 
the Scripture, to contend for the Doctrine once delivered to the 
Saints, }n general, and to hold the Traditions they had received, 
whether by Word, or Epiſtle, &c. And if it be nnderſtood 'of a 
general Authority, the Allegation it {elf is: falfe: For it is contrary 
to all thoſe Scriptures, which declare the Authority of the Church, 
and require Obedience to Superiors: And either way it is contrary 
to the Sentiments, Teſtimony, and Praftice 'of the Ancient Chri- 
ſtiaps, who, in Queſtions of Difficulty and Conteſts with Hereticks, 
always inquired, not only what was written by the Apoſtles, but 
alſo, or principally, what was delivered by-them to the Chorches, 
whict-'they founded, int all Parts of the World; of which the Ca- 
tholick Church deth-confiſt;/ which” the Scripture it ſelf Riles the 
Pillar and Baſis of Truth, r Tim. 3. 15. v. Grot. nog only for the 
Senſe and Meaning of the Scripture, as Lawyers, with good" reaſon 
do, when in doubts about the Conſtration of Writings they in- 
quire how the Uſage hath gone; for .in that caſe the Writing is 
the Principal Evidence : but in this caſe, what wasdelrvered to. the 
Churches, which were compleatlyand plainly inftruQted and ordered 
by the Apoſtles, was the principal Inquiry, and the Scriptures but an 
acceſſory Evigence, as our Year-Books are of the Common Law, in 
Queſtions concerning the Common Law. But I doubt not but 


there-was a ſpecial Providence in it,- that ſo- much was written, 


and no more, and that it was written in ſuch a manner. Laſtly, 
This hath been the Praftice' and Pretence of Hereticks and Schiſma- 
rcks, in all Ages, to the intent with the better colour to ſer aſide 
the Authority of the Catholick Church, that. they might: fo make 
way to ſet-up their own private Opinions and Conceits in the Place 
thereof; but never more groſzly, naucionſly, and ſcandalouſly,than 
by ſome ofthe PrincipaL,of-the late Reformers, Caloin eſpecially, 
on the one” fide, inculcating and-crying np The Pure Word of God, 
The Pure Word of God: and on the other, abnſing it, by ſtraining 

and 
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weettics it to ſerye their own turns, and cluding and evading what 


is plainly contrary to them; which 15 now paſt all doubt, not only 
by the Confeſſions of Mr. Baxter and Ze Blank,.but the many of all 
Parties, who have deſerted divers of thoſe Aſſertions, which were 
ſo hotly contended for under that. ſpeciops-Pretence - a plain Evi- 
dence and Demonſtration that. they. were-no. better than-their Pre-. 
decefſors in that Pretence. But hefides all. this, what I. am: now 
doing, if I be not much miſtaken, will be a particular demonſtra- - 
tion of the Truth of what I fay. 

' To the other two Allegations, I Tay, they are both impertizent to the 
Queſtion under conſideration hte; joket is only concerning the 
Matzer of Fa and Practice; I do not fay that they are impertinent 
to the Subject in  Seneral, to be conſidered upon other Occaſions ; 
but to this ſpecial Queſtion: and therefore: to inſiſt vupon them: in 
this Caſe, inſtead of direMly anſwering to the Queſtion, is fallacions, 
captious, and an abaſe-to the Reader, to impoſe upon him, diſtract 
him, and withdraw hum from the proper.Queſtion. ; There might 


Knteferre omni humane authoritati duinen., quanto. Deus. omni homine 
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erty ir 3 CO: 3 101g EQ4 KI, 15 79-  .S crrom oft quod Pagil 
aunt, ſays Bullnger, XC, g.+Ser. 10. Yeteres oraſſe & ſacrifucaſſe 
echt; 2h ode SF) A; ng 


*7, Of Nice, 
Anno 325. 
2, Conſtant. 


Hun 431. 
4. Chalced, 
Anna 481. 
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pro Defunttis: Scio quid Pottor Ecelie Tſinls Auguſtinue, quid El- 
quentiſſimus Chryſoftomuz, aliique viri vetnſffi ac cljirs bac de re ſeript 077 
relinquerunt - Sed quero num hi rett> fecerunt? Scio dammatum we 
Atrium, quod hnjuſmoat Orariones © Oblationes amprobarct. Aﬀergne. 
Rttoidurs Macca.tivnny Iibyins + Sed 36 nh probat, cum uo fur Cand- 
nicus : Adjiciunt & Tradjtionem' get Sea hi id on Videtur 5, 
nec illi nhquan ## feyiprs ing pracipiant; This'1s the Surfi,of the Caſe, 
and honeſtly faid;' and therefore I ſhall conclude this part with it. 

Such is the Folly, Paſſion, and Inconſiderateneſs of Men, that 
they many times bring ſuch Cauſes to Tryal, as upon. their. own. 
fhewing, and hearing their own Fridence oily, appears to all_in- 
relligent and indifferent Perſons to be inft them.” And ſich 
F believe wil this Cave of theſe Men appear tq be to all campetent, 
fudges, without mote 2'dv.' Notwithſtanding, for the more plain 
and full Conviftion and SatisfaQtion, of fuch as are teſs intelligent. 
and more ſcrupulous ; and that thoſ& Honourable Perſons, to whoſe 
Conſjteration, I preſent it, may themſelves judge ;of the Evidences, 
which exrore theſe Confeſion From! foeh 2s'vould cde thern it 
they, contd; 1 will:produce fo much 2$'is ſufficient for "the purple : 
5nd'that Ihe not tedious; Fwilfforbear all chat, which TOR prove 
it to have been a trne CatHolitk 'Prattice of the whole Cliurch for 


above 1200 years hft paſt and confine my ſelf to'the-timeallowed 
and' approved. by the Churth anqState of, England, that 18, the time 
of the firſt! four * genera Councils; and: that preceding to _thetime 
6f the Apoſtles; 'rhat is, from thatto, the Year; of our Lord 451. 
- As for the ſucceeding 

along per totum Orbem, an 

livered by the Apoſtles, as the moſt ancient Writers upgn the 
Church Offices affirm, I preſume no Man will deny ; and t erefore 
T ſhall only mention one Obfſervation- concerning,. thoſg, Ages: 
{have made all the 'Search that poſlibly T could,” both” by Many- 


7. 


{cripts arid! printed” Books, to'diſcover the moſt ancient Forms of 


celebrating the Holy Euchariſt in the Zarir Church: and tho” I have | 


met with divers Variations in other parts, yet I never could. dif+ 


cover any Alteration in that that- is the principal part, and as Dr. 


"Barth, late Biffiop. of Lincoln, ſays, 
Tick Office; calle The Cano uf rhe-24aſe, finte Gregory thes 


'1 


not” 6PJeF& "Antiquity 'tham Gelaſius 


the nioſt 


ge , "to this day, that it was obſerved all = 
' therefore Velieved to have. been de- 


Finrcer? pep of he Hob 


ye ANON 15- 
or V:. 4inbroſe,. if not; much- 


ancienter, divers particulars jo it being found- in more ancient 
$ aww tire Gltte Wn p Authors. 


UMI 


exp 
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Authors. It is not long ſince'a-very Reverend and Learned Biſhop, 
fince deceaſed, ſpeaking to me of it, faid, it was a Noble piece of 
Antiquity; and Dr! Barld# hath left under his hand a juſt Cenfure 
6f one who cyt that. part out* of an ancient” Miſſet at Oxford, for 
an ignorant half learned Fellow. ' This alone is an ample Evidence 
of the Praftice- of all the Latin Churches for-theſe Ages ; which, 
from thence, I ſhall indeavour tg trace back'to its Original. 
S. Auſtm and S Paulhnus both lived within the time preſcribed, and 
died 20 years before the laft of the ſaid four Councils, about 4. 4.31; 
S. Aupiſtin was Perſon of great Natural parts, acquired Learning, 
Piety, Holineſs, and of great Authority and Reputation in the 
whole Catholick -Church, eſpecially in the Latin Church, of which 
he is reckoned one of the chiefeſt DoQtors. He had tn his younger —— n ow | 
time taught Rhetorick at Rome, and afterward at Millan, ſo that he = —_— d 
a: ks: 4 2 : pro 
was acquainted with the World, as well as with Books, and every penis 
way"as well qualified to bear his Teſtimony in the Caſe as poſhbly Eccleſia (up- 
could be. S. Paulinus was a Perſon : of great Quality and Eſtate, in plicare con-- 
great Eſteem with the Emperor, and of fo great Devotion, that, _— dog. 
mmbracing'our Saviour's Counſel, be Sold all, diſtributed it to the \,_ —_ pdt 
Poor, and pious Uſes,” and betook himfelf to a ftrict Religious | 5:4 | eth 
Life in Poverty, after he had been-preferred to great publick Offices; nuſquam. / in 
he was a Man of Parts and Learning, and well acquainted with the Scriptu:is ve- 
Weſtern parts, eſpectally 7aly, France, and'Spaiy ; and for his great © =_ wore; 
Virtues and 'emment Sandtity -was, by the Importunity of the oo 
People, made Biſhop.of* Nola in. Campania : ſo that he alſo was men eft Uni-- 
every way qualified for another: Witneſs in this Caſe : and theſe verſe: Eccle-- 
——_ [ ET: ſufficient for their: time, efpecially- for- the LZath: _ —_— 
rc." A — OO 
S. Paulinus 1n an Epiſtle to St. =} fays as much as-need to — — ; 
be in few Words; that * #+ canzor ins. vain that the Univerſal ubi in preci-- 
Church is accuſtomed to-pray for the Dead. Not'the Church, but the bus ſace:do- 
Oniverſal Church ; not only did at that time, but-was accuſtomed fo tis, quz-Do- 
to do; that is, time out of -mind; without any Known beginning. 7172 _—_ ! 
And what was it accuſtomed to do? ' Not barely to commemorate, {nun 
but"ro' pray and ſupplicate-for them. Univer/a pro Defunttis Et- locum.- ſunm-: 
olefia Joveod ep #evit. As ample a Teſtimony, I think, as can be habet etiam : 
Sa = w ew ng Th | ; Commendaie , 
S- Aw iſtinin- confirmation of this alleadgeth the:Book! of Mic-. 9 07s 
cabtet,*and'addeth,; || Bur altho* we did no £40 at all read this in the —_— 
avozent Writings, yet -15 not _ the* Authority of- the *Univerſal-Chureh, tn, co. 
| which - 


(14 ) 


' whech us clear un this Caſftom, a ſmall matter, when in the Prayers. of the 

Prie$, which are poured ont to the Lord God - at his Altar, the Com- 

* Hoc A Pa- memoration of the Deceaſed hath alſo its pnsper place. In this Teſti- 

tribus tradi- mony are divers things obſervable, and very conſiderable : - x. The 

» ob 6e1 og Authority of the Univerſal Church, not of a Particular Church, 

cleſia, ut pro Of 2 City, of a Province, of Hippo, or Africa, but of the Univerſal 

eis, qui in Church, which, however manifeſted or declared, 'is no ſmall matter, 

Corporis & 2. But 1n this it is declared, in the moſt Solemn Acts of the Church, 

Sanguinis her moſt Solemn Addreſs to Almighty God at his Altar. So that 

—_ here 1s the greateſt Authority that 4s among. Mankind, and that 

fancti ſunt, Moſt ſolemnly declared. 3. It is no new Reſolution, but a Cuſtom, 

cum ad ip- Conſuctudo Univerſe Eccleſse, an- ancient Cuſtom, and a nniverſal 

ſum Sacrifi- Cuſtom, which he elſewhere upon another occaſion expreſſeth in 

cium fo loco this manner : * This being delivered fromthe Fathers ( > Patribus tra- 

OT ". ditum_) doth the Univerſal Church obſerve, that - for them who are 

tur, & pro il- departed 4n the Communion of the Body and Blood of ChriFt, when t 

lis quoq; id are remembred at the Sacrifice -it ſelf in their place, Prayer be miade, 

offerri com- aud it be commemorated that that xs offered for them: alſo. -Not only for 

- 1999 184 the Living, but for the Deadalſfo, and in their proper place. '4. This 

_ 2, 4 Cuſtom and Tradition was -not - only for a general -Commemora- 
der.32.c, 2, tion, but for a ſpecial Commendation. v9 Mah 22-0 

| And here, becauſe this excellent Perfon hath written much, aad 

therefore affords more obſervable matter than is ordinary in-any 

one Author, I will indeavour out of him alone $6 preſent-the hy- 

neſt, and ingenuous Reader with a Srheme of :the whole: Cirſtons -ang 

Prattice of the Ancients, whereby he will the- better underſtand 

their Teſtimonies, and deccrn the Fallacies, Evaſions, Cavillings 

and Shufflings of the Adverſfaries of it. What was done by them 

. on behalf of the Deceaſed was either Poblick or Private: What 

was done in Private, was Prayers, ſuch as S. Auguſtin offered for 

his Mother in his Confeſſions, 1b, 9. cap. 13. Faſting, and Alms, 

Fc. What was Publick, was done Either by the Relations or Friends 

of the 'Perſons deceaſed, and that. was prefenting their Oblations, 

whether ordered by the Deceaſed, or freely offered by their Friends 

on their behalf: Which, if they departed in Communion'of- the 

_ Church were received, otherwiſe rejedted, unleſs they.:wereinthe 

State of Penitents, and were ſurprized'in ſuch*caſt as ithe;Prieſt 

ſhould have abfolved them, if he. could: have been*prefent.: or 

what was.done by the Biſhop or Prie$t, with: the reſt' of the Glergy 

and People: And this was either a general Commemoration pro 

omnibus 
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omnibus mm Chriſtiana & Catholica Societate defunttis, as he ſpeaks de 
Cara.pro Mat. c. 4. for all departed inthe Chriſtian and Catholic 
Society, (or Communion ) without any particular recitation of 
their Names, ora more particular Memory of them by Name with 
others; or. a more ſpecial Commendation Of a particular Perſon at 
his Death ;z-and, belidey certain other- days, upon their Anniverſa- 
ries... And theſe were all performed at the Altar, and with the 
Hoty Sacrifice, except that: at his Death, in caſe that happened 
after/ the - Prieſt had eaten;- and then by ſome Canons it was 


to: be performed folzs -Orationibus, with Prayers only ; but. other- - 


wiſe, & Orationibus & Oblationibus;; that is, with Prayers and Sa- 


crifice- both, for that-is there to be underſtood by. Oblationtbus. * Orationih. 


And as S. Anguſtin did intend all this in-what be faith of the Uni- 
verſal Cuſtom by Tradition from the Fathers, ſo did he believe 
that the Sonls departed were benefitted by them all. For his words 
immediately preceeding en aoopnd out of his: Serm. de 
Verb. Apoſt. are, * It is not to he doubted that the Dead are helped by the 
Prayers of the H,Church, and tht Salutary Sacrifice, and the Alms which 
are diſtributed for their Spirits, that*the Lord ſhould deatmore mercifully 
with them than their Sins.have deſerved.  T his was one End and Be- 
nefit of thoſe Commemorations and Prayers; and therefore was 
not only comprehended in the general Intendment of the general 
Commemorations, but was-expreſsly prayed for both in the Com- 
mon Prayers and +in the more ſpecial Commendations, as we ſhall 
ſee furthess hereafter ; but this does not exclude Others z of which, 
I think fit to take notice of one in this- place, which ts mentioned 
by-S. Auffin'and others, and which. concern two Articles' of our 
Creed, bu-Aittle underſtood or conſider'd amongſt ns. It is 
in his Book de-Civ. Dei, lib. 20. cap. 9. in theſe words : | Nor are 
the Souls CB Pious deceaſed ſeparated from the Church, which even 
ow 4 the Kingdom of. Chrift : Otherwiſe, neither at the Altar of God 
ſhould: Memory be made of them in the Communion of the Body of Chri#. 
In = ror is couched- one general Intendment of the Church : 
For asthe Holy Rite of the Eachariſt was intended not only for the 
Peculiar Solemmty of the Churches Addreſs to God here upon Earth, 


vero S,Eccle- 
fiz, & Sacri- 
ficio ſalutari, 
& Eleemo- 
ſynis, que: 
pro eorum 
(piritibus- e» - 
rogantur, 
non eſt dubi- 
tandum mor- 
tuos adjucari, . 
ut cum eis 
miſericordins 
agatur a Do- 
mino, quam 
eorum pec- 
cata merue>. 
runt, : 

+ Necq; enim : 
piorum ant- 
me .mortu--- 
orum : ſepa» - 
rantur ab Ec- - 
clefia, quze- - 
tiam nanc 
eſt regnum - 
Chriſti. Alio= - 
quin nec ad : 


with the Memorials of our Saviour's Paſſion, the great Propitiation .ltare Dei fi-. - 


for the; Sins of the World, but alfo for Com99:u7:0:-. between our 
Head and-the Members of his Myſtical Body hereupon Earth, and. 
alſo between-the Members of his whole Myſtical Body. themſelves ; 


fo the Church in that Holy Solemmty hath always performed As 
of 


eret - eorum 2: 
memoria- in - 
communione : - 
Cofporis :. 


Chrifti,:.. 
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of Communion, not only with the Head, bot with all his Members, 
both preſent, in external Communion, and Part:cipation of . the 
fan&ified Creatures ; and with all abſent, whether in the Body, or 
out of the Body, by Commemorations, Thankſgivings and Prayers. 
And becauſe they were in ſeveral States, they were accordingly re- 
membred diſtinQly, in order, which is what S. Auguſtin expreſſeth 
ſuo loco. This Communion was by the ancient Chriſtians: reputed 
a matter of yery great Importance, and . accordingly they were 
equally careful, whoſe Oblations they did receive, and whoſe 
Names they did remember, whether. Living or .Dead : and thoſe 
who were ejected, or rejected or refuſed, were looked upon as out 
of Communion, and excluded from all the Privileges of the 
Church, both on Earth, and alſo in the ſeparate State, according 
to our Saviour's Promiſe. | It was then believed, that the Souls 
departed, which ſhould be faved, were all indeed with Chriſt, but 
not at the Right-hand of his Father; ,but' ſome before the Throne ; 
ſome upon Mount Sion; ſome in thEHoly of Holies ; ſome in the 
Temple, but not in that place; ſome in Paradice,.in..Abrabaw's 
Boſom, in the Third Heaven, in very different Manſions or Re- 
ceptacles : as one may be ſaid to be with the King, who. is with 
* Ideoq; ha him in foreign Parts, tho* but in his Army, or at his Court, tho? 
ber Eccleſiz* geyer admitted into his Preſence Chamber ; and that by-ſome the 
OT Church here upon Earthe her ſelf received. much Benefits but 0- 
Loa: thers received Benefit by her Communion and .Prayers, and ſtood 
cum Marty- in need of it. Nor ought we to think that-theſe two Articles 
res eo loco of the Holy Catholick Church, and the Communion of : Saints, were 
5 4 ad put into the Summary of the Chriſtian Faith 'and Profeſſion, and 
- we ka ce in the Order they are, but for ſpecial and w&ighty Regſons ; and 
ipfis oretur, indeed ſuch as are little taught, or underſtood, or regarded amongſt 
pro cxteris Us 1n this Age. 
autem com- S, Auguſtin hath many Teſtimonies concerning this matter of 


memoralis FE and known Practice of the Church in. theſe diſtin& Orders 


— of Commemoration of the Dead, ſo plain, that the/Arch-Biſhop 


eſt enim pro himſelf could not but confeſs that in the Church. Service the was 
Martyre ora= made a ſeveral Commemoration ; fir5t, of the Patriarchs,- Prophets, 
re, cujus N05 4poſtles, and Martyrs, after one manner ;, and then of the other. Dead 
debemus or# - - OY ar 3 
near fe another, pag. 194. and one or two he cites.in the Margin, but 
mendari.And Was 10 wile as not to recite the words. It is Serm.-17. deVerbis 
Tr. 84. in E- Apoſt. * This hath the Church Diſcipline, which the Faithful know, when 
wang. Johan. the Martyrs are recited at the Altar .of God that place, where Pray& 
iS 
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is not made for them ;, but Prayer is made for others, who are commemo- 
rated. For it is an Injury to pray for a Martyr, to whoſe Prayers we 
(our ſelves) ought to be commended. And Tr. 84. in Evang. Johan. 
* At the T able it ſelf we do not ſo commemorate them, as others who ret 
in Peace, that we ſhould alſo pray for them, but rather that they pray for 
us, that we may tread in their Steps ;, becauſe they themſelves have ful- 
filled that Charity, than which our Lord ſaith there cannot be greater. 
And here I cannot but take notice of the Partiality and Diſin- 
genu-ty of this magnified Man in this place ; for it is a Scandal and 
Offence to me. Having cited the words of S. A»g»ſtin in Euchrid, 
ad Laurent. Cap. 1109. || That the Oblations and £ln:s uſually offered in 
the Church for all the Dead that received Baptiſm, mwcre Thankſgivings 
for ſuch as were very Good;, Propitiations for ſuch as were not very 
Bad : but for ſuch as were very Evil, altho* they were no Help for the 
Dead, yet were they ſome kind of Confſolations of the Living. He calls 
this a Private Expoſition; not only (as he pretends) becauſ2 it is not 
to be found in the Writings of the former Fathers ; but alſo becauſe 
it ſuiteth not well'with the general PraQtice of the Church, which it 
intenderh to interpret, p. 194. If it had not been in the Writings 
of any of the former Fathers, had not the notorious Practice of the 
Church, which he often mentions with ſpecial notes of the Notoriety 
of the matter of FaQ, been ſufficient, and much more than any thing 
mentioned dogmatically by others, tho? more ancient ? But be- 


* Ad ipſam 
menſam non 
1c EOS com- 
Memoramus, 
quernadmo= 


num alios, 
qu? in pace 
requeſcunt, 
vr ct:2in pra 
els or m6, 
(.d magis, ut 
crent ipfi pro 
nobis ; ut e- 
oium veſti- 
gils ahare- 
amus ; quia 
inpleverunt 
ipl1 charita- 
tem, qua Do- 
minus dixit 
nun poſſe 
elſe majuv- 
TEIN. 

|| Cum ſacri- 
ficia five alta- 
ris, five qua- 
rumcungque 
Eleemo!yna= 
rum pro bap- 


fides that is falſe: for we ſhall ſee it hereafter atteſted by Cyril of tizitis defun- 


Hieruſalem ,, and not by the by, bat in a profeſſed Deſcription, 
and Explication 'of the Greek Liturgy ; which ſhews the Agreement 
of all, both Greek and Latin Chnrches. And therefore it is but 
reaſonable that the honeſt Reader be admoniſhed to beware of this: 
Author, how he truſts him : for he is a partial and crafty Writer ; 
of which other inſtances may be produced: ; 

But perhaps it may not only do right to S. Azgyſtin, but be 
a Satisfaction to the Reader, to ſee him more fully declare his mind, 
which he doth in the words precedent, to this effect : *. Nor zs zt ro 
be denied, faith he, that the Souls of the Deceaſed are relieved by the 
Piety of their living Relations, when the Sacrifice of the Mediator is offered, 


* N:que regandumeſt Defu ctorum animas pietate ſuorum viventium relevari, 
Sed eis hc protunt qui cum 


ſacrificivum Media! oris offertur, vel Eleemoſynz in Eccleſia fiunt, 


CAis omnibus 
oferuntur ; 
pro valde bo- 
nis gratia- 
rum aCtiones 
ſunt ;p- 0 val- 
de malis, et- 
fi nulla ſant 
2djumenta 
mo. tuorum, 
quaicicungz 
viVOium cOn- 
{o'ationes 

{U: 


cum pro illig 


viverent, ut bc fabi poſtea prodefle polſert, meruerunt, Eft enim quidem viver.di modus, nec 
tam hon, Ut non requirat ifta poſt moi tem; nec tam malus, ut ei non profant ifta oft mortem. 
ER yerotalisin bonout ifta non requirat 3& elt rurſus talis in malo, ut nec his yalcat, oum cx h.G 
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= gan or Alms given in the Church for them, But to thoſe are theſe things pro- 
hic omne fitable, who, when they lived, merited that theſe things mipht be profitable 
meritum for them afterward. For there ts one ſort of Life neither ſo Good, that it 
comparatur, mzght not need thoſe things after Death; nor ſo Evil, that they cannot 
x44 FR copy profit after Death. But there # ſuch in Good, that it may not require 
7 mm trad them : and there is again ſuch in Evil, that it cannot be helped by theſe 
quilpiam, vel things when this Life #s ended. Wherefore here s all Merit acquired, 
gravari, Ne- whereby any one can after this Life be relieved, or grieved. But let none 
mo autem hope that he may obtain of God aftcr he is Dead what he hath neglefted 
le ' + ap here. Wherefore thoſe things, which the Church doth frequently uſe for 
\ wn - Recommending the Dead, are not contrary to the Sentence of the Apoſtle, 
obierit, apud here it 7s ſaid, We muſt all ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of 
Deum pro- Chriſt, that every one may receive according to thoſe things which 
moreri. Non he hath done in the Body, whether it be Good, or Evil; becauſe 
jc hy my even this Merit every one acquired for himſelf when he lived in the Body, 
SQ. c bevel that theſe things might prof him. For they do not profit all. And why 
mendandis 0 they not profit all, but by reaſon of the Difference of Life which each 
frequentat lived in the Body? When therefore Sacrifices, whether of the Altar, or 
Eccleſia, ili of whatever Alms, are offered for all the Deceaſcd, who were baprized, 


Apoftolic® 0c, as before recited by Uſher. More to like purpoſe may beſeen 


ſunt adverſa 


SR || But becauſe we do not diſtinguiſh who they are, (who are profited by 


Omnes enim them) we ought to do theſe things for all the Regenerate, that none of 


aſtabimus gr them be pretermitted, to whom theſe Benefits may and ought to come, For 
te Trivundt ;, ;; better that they ſhould be uper fluoys as to them, who are neither 


Sy z, o WA helped nor hurt by them, than be wanting to thoſe whom they may benefit. 


quiſaz ſecun- Tet every one doth theſe things the more diligently for his (deceaſed) Re- 
dim ea que lations, that the ſame may be done by his Relations ( ſurviving ) for him- 
per corpw ge/* {clf, The ſame he hath qu. 2. ad Dulcitium : and more to like pur- 
fa jr Fong poſe, Scrm. 32. de Verb. Apoſt. | ag 

ml mi To the Teſtimonies of theſe two Eminent, Holy, Learned Biſhops 
hoc meritum Of the Latin Church, I will add the Teſtimonies of two or three 
fibi quiſque Eminent Biſhops of the ſame Age in the Greek Church, concerning 
cum in Cor- the Practice and Cuſtom of the Church 1a their time, and the Ages 


ore viyeret 
 ababbic, ut ei poſſent iſta prodefſe, Non enim omnibus profunt, & quare non omnibus 
vroſunt, nifipropter diffcrentiam vitz, quam quiſque geffit in corpore 2 Cum ergo ſacrificia, &c. 
f Sed quia non Giſcernimus qui nt, oportet ea pro regeneratis omnibus facere, ut titfllus 
eornm pitermittatur, ad quos hc beneficia poſſint & debeant Petvenite, Melius enim ſu- 
pererant ifta eis, quibus nec obſunt, nec proſunt, quam eis deerunt quibus proſunt. Diligen= 
tins tamen facit has quiſy; pro neeeffariis ſuis, quod pro illo fiat Gimiliter 2 ſuis, p. 294. b. 2.04. 


pre- 


in his Book de Cura pro Mortuis, cap. 4. and cap. 18. where he adds,. 
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precedent, even to the Apoſtles, in this Caſe, The one 1s S. Johr 
Chryſoftom, Patriarch of Conſtantinople, a Man as eminent for his 
own perſonal Worth, as for the Place he held. He hath much 
concerning Prayers and Oblations for the Dead ; but much of it 
by way of. Exhortation : and therefore, to be as brief as -may be, 
I will ſele& principally what concerns the Practice and Original, 
which he refers expreſsly to the Ordination of the Apoſtles, and 
DireCtions of the Holy Spirit. But firſt for the common Pra@ice 
of the People : Hom. 32. i Mat. * Why after the Death of any of thy 
Family doſt thou call the Poor together * Why do#t intreat the Presbyters 
to pray for him? Thou wilt fay, That he may obtain Reff. And 
doſt thou then weep and lament for theſe things? Secondly, S. Chry- 
foftom's Advice, Hom, 61. in Johan. t But if a Sinner, and who hath 
often offended God, dieth, is he to bg bewailed? or rather, not at all, ſince 
that cannot do him any good, But theſe things are to be performed for 
him, which may do him good, viz. Alms and Oblations. And con- 
cerning Alms, he preſleth it much, Hom. 21. im A&. pag, 605. 
And, Thirdly, for the common Office of the Prieſt, in his Sixth 
Book de Sacerdotio, cap. 4. || What manzer of Man ought he to be, who 
interceeds for the whole City? What, do I ſay for the, City ? for the 
whole World, and prays to God that he will be propit:ous to the Sins of 
all, not only of the Living, but alſo of the Dead? Then that theſe 
things are of Apoſtolical Authority, Hom. 3. in Phil. in the Moral. 
Exhorting People to pray themſelves, and. to intreat the Prayers 
of others, and to give Alms continually for their deceaſed Friends : 
* Will this, faith he, give any, Relief * and then anſwers: Hear God 
thus ſaying, 1 will prote& this City for my. own and for my Ser- 
vant David's ſake. If the Memory only of a righttous Man avails ſo 
much, where Works are alſs done for the Dead, what cannot they do ? 
and then goes Oil : Theſe things were not in vain conſtituted by the 
Apoltles, that in the venerable and tremendous Myſteries Memorial ſhould 
be made of thoſe who were departed. They knew much Benefit would 
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accrue to them by it, and much Advantage. For at that time, when all 
the People ftand with their hands lifted up, and the Company of the Prieſts, 
and that venerable and awfut Sacrifice, preſent, how ſhall we not pleaſe 
or appeaſe God praying for them? And that indeed for thoſe who de- 
parted in the Faith; But the Catechumens are not deign'd this Conſola- 
r:.02, but are deſtitute of all help, one only excepted. But what is that ? 
Why, Alms may be given to the Poor ſor them : and hence they receive 
ſome Refreſhment. For it ts God's Will that we ſhould mutually help one 
another, And to the ſame purpoſe, Hom. 69. ad Pop. Antioch. 
Laſtly, and that this was by the DireCtion of the Holy Spirit, he is 
expreſs, Hom. 21. in Af. * Not in vain are Oblations for the Dead ; 
Not in vain Prayers ;, Not in vain Alms: For all theſe things did the 
Spirit Order, willing that we ſhould mutually help one another... . Doubt 
it not, the Fruit will be pleafant : It is not a light thing that the Deacon 
calls out, (to pray Y For thoſe who are departed in Chri$t;, and, For thoſe 
who offer for their Memories. And the ſame he faith alſo, Hom. 41. 
zx 1 Cor. 15. and adds: Þ For if Commemorations were not made for 
them, not ſo much as this would be ſaid : For our Matters are not Stage- 
Plays. Far be that. For thefe are. done by the Ordination and 
Diſpoſition of the Spirit. Let ws therefore afford them help, -and 
perform their Commemorations, &c. The Propitiation propoſed is com- 
mon to the World : therefore do we then confidently pray for all the Wor= 
thy, and name them with Martyrs, with Confeſſors, with Prieſts : for we 
are all one Body, tho* ſome Members more ſplendid than others... . Why 
doſt thou grieve and lament ſo much? Favour may be obtained: for the 
Deceaſed. And that he himſelf formed'a Liturgy, which is at this 
day in uſe in the Greek Churches, is affirmed by the Greeks, and 
cannot with any good reaſon be denied ;, and tho? *tis Iikely there 
may be ſome Alterations or Additions in it, yet what relates to 
this matter is ſo confirmed by this, and by more ancient Authority, 
that it cannot reaſonably be queſtioned, 

The other is S. Epiphanizs, Biſhop of -Salamis, the Metropolis of 
the Ifle-of Cypras, a Man of good Reputation for Abllity and Piety, 
and particularly ftudied in all the DoQrrines and Practices of the 
Church, and the ſeveral Hereſtes contrary thereunto. In, him we 
have a. double Teſtimony, that of Aerizs, and his own, in.a Book 
of all the Hereticks and Hereſies. In that of Aeris, is obſervable, 
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:; The Matter of Fa and common PraQtice, viz. commemorating 
the Names of the Dead, and Praying for them. - 2.: The.End. for 
which it was done, viz. That they might be benefitted by the Par- 
don of their Sins at the Prayers, &c. of their Surviving Friends 
and the Church. Both theſe he oppoſeth ; and that is a Proof of 
both ; and by the Teſtimony of an Adverſary ; which is reputed the 
moſt convincing. 3. The Oppoſition, without. any denial or.que- 
ſtion of the-Antiquity or Univerfality of the Practice or Obſerva- 
tion, or of the Tradition of either the Practice, or the Intention 
and DoErine : which, if he had had any colour. or pretence for it, 
he would certainly never have omitted : but he.is able to ſay no- 
thing againſt either the Praftice, or Benefit of .it ; bur, If it be fo, 
it isin vain to be pious; it would be. ſufficient. to ger People to 
pray for the Pardon of ones Sins after. his Death. In” all theſe 
reſpetts is the Oppoſition of. Aerixs a very cauſiderable Teſtimony 
of both the Practice and Intention, and . conſequently of the 
Doctrine of the Church. in this caſe.” But becauſe our great Man 
uſeth his utmoſt Skill, and very groſsly, to evade and elude theſe 
Teſtimonies, I will - here -preſent them both intire, according to 
his own Tranſlation, with Notes of .the Pages where moſt of the 
diſtraQed Parcels may be found: in his Book; that the: Reader who 


hath a mind to entertain himſelf with.a Proſpect of his Ingenuity, © 


may the more plainly diſcern. it... | 
The Objetion of Aerixe :. For what reaſon. do you. commemorate 
after Death, the Names of. thoſe that are departed ?. He that 4 alive 
prayeth, or. maketh Diſpenſation (of the Mylteries) .what ſhall the Dead 
be profited hereby? And if the. Prayer .of thoſe here do altogether 
(2xws) profit. them . that . be. there, then let no body be Godly ;, let no 
Man do Good ;, but - let him procure ſome Friends, by what . means it 
pleaſeth him, either by perſuading them by Monty, or intreatins Friends 
at his Death, and let them pray for him, that he may ſuffir nothing 


there ;, and that thoſe inexpiable Sins, which he hath committed, may not 
| be required at his hands. yp. 238. FR 


Epiphanias his Anſwer and Teſtimony : As for- the reciting of the. 


Names of thoſe that are deceaſed, what can be bettey than this ? * What 
more commod:ous, and more admirable ? that ſuch as are preſent do believe ' 


that they who are departed. do live, and are not. extinguiſhed, but are ſtill 
Being, and Living. with the Lord ©: and that this -mo$ pioue:Preaching. 
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accrue to them by it, and much Attvantage. For at that time, when all 
the People ſtand with their hands lifted up, and the Company of the Prieſts; 
and that venerable and awfut Sacrifice, preſent, how ſhall we not pleaſe 
or appeaſe God praying for them? And that indeed for on who de- 
parted in the Faith; But the Catechumens are not deign'd this Conſola- 
t:on, but are deſtitute of all help, one only excepted. But what 3s that ? 
Why, Alms may be given to the Poor ſor them : and hence they receive 
ſome Refreſhment. For it is God's Will that we ſhould mutually help one 
another, And to the ſame purpoſe, Hom. 69. ad Pop. Antioch, 
Laſtly, and that this was by the DireCtion of the Holy Spirit, he is 
expreſs, Hom. 21. in Af. * Not in vain are Oblations for the Dead; 
Not in vain Prayers; Not in vain Alms : For all theſe things did the 
Spirit Order, willins that we ſhonld mutually help one another... Doubt 
it not, the Fruit will be pleafant : It is not a light thing that rhe Deacon 
calls out, (to pray) For thoſe who are departed in Chrift ;, and, For thoſe 
who offer for their Memories, And the ſame he faith alſo, Hom. 41. 
7» 1 Cor. 15. and adds: Þ For if Commemorations were not made for. 
them, not ſo munch as this would be faid : For our Matters are not Stage- 
Plays. Far be that. . For thefe are. done by the Ordination an& 
Diſpoſition of the Spirit. Let «s therefore afford them help, and 
orm their Commemorations, &c. The Propitiation propofed 13 com- 
mon” to the World : therefore do we then confidently pray for all the Wor-. 
thy, and name them with Martyrs, with Confeſſors, with Priefts : for we 
are all one Body, tho ſome Members more ſplendid than others... . 
doſt thou grieve and lament ſo much? Favour may be obtained: for the 
Deceaſed. And that he himſelf formed” a Zitzrgy, which: is at this 
day in uſe in the Greek Churches, is affirmed by the Geeks, and 
cannot with any good reaſon be denied ; and tho” *tis Iikely there 
may be ſome Alterations or Additions in it, yet what relates to . 
this matter is fo confirmed by this, and'by more ancient Authority, 
that it cannot reaſonably be queſtioned. | 
The other is S. Epiphanius, Biſhop of -Salamis, the Metropolis of 
the Iſle- of Cypras, a Man of good Reputation for Ability: and Piety, 
and particularly ſtudied in all the DoQrines and Prattices of the 
Church, and the ſeveral Hereſies contrary thereunto. In, him we 
have a- double Teſtimony, that of Aerizs, and his own, in.a Book 
of all the Herericks and Hereſies. - In that of Aeris, is obſervable, 
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1> TheiMatter of Fa& and.common PraQtice, viz. commemorating 
the- Names. of the Dead;..and Praying for them, . 2..; The End. for 


which it was done, viz, That they might be benefitted'by the Par- 2 


don of their Sins at the Prayers,  &c. - of. their Surviving Friends 
and the Church... Both theſe he oppoſeth ; and that is a Proof of 
both ; and by the Teſtimony of an Adverſary ; which is-reputed/the 
moſt convincing. ;3. The ,Oppoſition, without, any denial or.que- 
ſtion of the-Antiquity- or Univerfality. of the Practice or,Qbſervar 
tion, or of the Tradition of either the, Practice, or the*Intentzon 
and Do&rine : which, if he had had any colour.or pretence for it, 
he would certainly never have omitted : but he.is able to ſay no- 
thing againſt either the PraQtice, or Benefit-of \it ; but, If it be ſo, 
it is 1n,.vain. to: be pious; . it would. be. ſufficient, to...get People to 
pray- for the Pardon. of ones Sins. after. his Death. 1n" all theſe 
reſpets is the Oppoſition of. Herixs a very. conſiderable Teſtimony 
of both .the Prattice..and Intention, and : conſequeatly of the 
Do&rine of the Church. in:this caſe. But. becauſe our great Man 
uſeth his utmoſt Skill, and very.grofly, to evade arid clude theſe 
Teſtimonies,. I will ; bere preſent, them..both- iptire, according t9 
his own Tranſlation, with Notes of the: Pages where moſt of the 
diſtraQed Parcels. may, be found: in, his. Bogk,, that the: Reader who 
hath a mind to entertain himſelf with.a Proſpect of . his Ingenuity, 
may the more. plainly diſcern. it... | | 
The Objeftion of Aerixs :. For. what. reaſon. do' you. commemorate 
after Death, the Names of. thoſe that are departed 2... He that is, alive 
prayeth, or. makerh Diſpenſation.(of-the Mylteries), what ſhall the. Dead 
be profited hereby ? And if the. Prayer ;of thoſe here ao. altogether 
(aus) profit. them . that . be. there, then let no. body be Godly ;, let no 
Man do Good; but - let him procure ſome Friends, by what . means t 
pleaſeth him, either by perſuading them by Maney, or. intreating Friends 
at his Death; and let them pray for him, that he may ſuffer nothing 
there ;, and that thoſe inexpiable Sins, whith he hath'committed; may not* 
be required at his hands. N..238. ___... A ets 
Epiphanias his Anſwer and Teſtimony.: As for-.the-recizing . of: the. 
Names of thoſe that are deceaſed, what can be bettey than this ? * What- 
more commod:0us, and more admirable ? that fuch as are preſent ao believe 
that they wha are. departed. do Live, and. are n0t, extinguiſhed, but are. ſtill 
Being, and -Loumng: with the: Lord «and that this-mo8 pious Preaching. 
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ap1ic ac A miobt holdeclartd.-thd a+. 2 os TN Vp Cans P.ctby £4 "7 
module oy. gt Ve dtulartd, that they who pray for ther Brethren have hoye of 
vbPlerl $ them, us being in'a Peregrinition,'p.' 340. - But' the Prajtr alſo which is 
*0h6a' It 4 ned for them doth profit; alth* e doth not cut off AU thesr Sins; (5 5a 
a 77 \Aorbihs here anſwers too; in' the' Objetion:) - Ter, foraſmuch at whilſt 
7 k/ "xi we are in 'the World,” we oftentimes flip both' inwillingly, and with our 
61 eiriduns Will; it ſerveth to fronifie that whith # muy iperfoct*" Foy we make a 
Jai a xnubr- Memorial, both of rhe FuSt, and for Somers } For Sinttiers, intreatins 
Ba ed Sins. ob Rp Ba4 507 202 OR We Wi Fathet) and 0 rn ARA 
nas nia PPEES, ant Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, 41d" Martyrs, and Confeſſors, Biſhops 
res bile and Anchoretes, and the whole Order : that we may ſever our 'Lord Jeſws 
* toy pb Jie os "Rank of all other Men, by the Honour that we do unto him, 
ee hu; 214 that we -tmiy yield Y oriipy nord bim, while 'we thy judge, p. 340. 
Shear an. That] our Lords not to tor areas any Man HP a Man live im 
ard, OS Righecbnſniys a thonfand' inte and thore *© for how fhonld'that be poſſible? 
Lo, PE ons conſidering that the” oe '3s God, the other Mair 3 anll Hie-one 's in Hea- 
prints, & V7 the other in Earth, by reaſon of the Remains ('or ReliquesY of the 
zapre- Body yet reſting in the Earth. ['p.'242. Except thoſe, who being raiſed 
from the Dead, emred together inro.the BYide-Chanther, as ſuith the Hol 
Goſpel, Bic.”* But forbearing thiſt ogg - bo vg eh _ 
br; bavmg'rettoved it g nh 
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Ixct- from the Fathers: And wht 1 Ela vhe rainarnces of bis" Mother, 
w? 1 rarige!, Or the Lit of bis Father? P.' 237." [arSdlomion ſank, Hear, my Son, 


- 74768- the Words of thy Father, and reject not the Laws of thy Mother 3 
© td ook > declaring by this, that (our) Father ;, that 5; Gol, the Only begotten, 
-£ : ' TY oh 4 I ; * - oS 93+, IF T *- is ot I « "x P 's uf 
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hefl#far, 5 Scripture - "But | Our Mather, the Church, bath Ordinances ſettled in hey, 
oh; which ave inviolable, art my not be broken. "Seeing then there are Or- 
3 <faxaptie. dinances eftabliſhed 1m the Church, and they are well, 'and all things are 
% wailee i admirably done, this Seducer ts again refuted.'p. 237, Thisis the Anſwer 
Ls Clo ey of Epiphanins : the words inclosd in Crochets are not in Vſher. 
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-To-:this we may well apply - what | he' ſaith before: concerning ' 
Eaſter, the Obſervation of which was another thing, which Aer 
quartelled at : But who knows theſe things beſt ? This ſeduced Fellow, 
who: 3s but. newly {pring. np, and.now lying among iþ 6 , of, they who 
were Witneſſes before us y, 4nd:who beld tha ſame Tradition 1n;the Ghurch 
before #s, which they bad received. from their Parents, and their Parents 
had learned from their Anceſtors; as the Church to this. day obſerves 
the true and ſincere Faith, which it received with the Traditions from the 
Fathers. | | boy. 
In;all this we may aþſerve, 1. The PraRtice,of the Church, both 
in the .General. Cammemorations, and.;in. the. Prayers, agreed jon 
both Sides. ;2.. The Knd-and-Intendment ofithe Church, that-it was 
the Profit and Benefit. of the Deceaſed, alſo agreed.- 3. The Queſtion 
between them, Whether-the Prayer: of the Living could profit or 
benefit the Dead, as the Church intended ? 4. That this was what 
Aeris did principally; deny;3; and. theretore, that the Practice was 
reaſonable,; as. a; necefary! conſequence, :5., His only reaſon was,. 
that-it, would make Piety and good Life needleſs. /'6. Epephaning his: 
 Aafver, 1; from:Reaſong.1. avit is a ſraſonableand excellent De- - 
claration of the Faith and Hope of the Church; 2. as an AQ of Cha-- 
rity, for the Benefit of the Deceaſed; 2, from Authority, as received: 
inthe Church by Tradition.from our Saviour; and the Holy Spirit. 
_ - And:now, -how does our great Man clude this?. Zpiphanie, faith 
he, doth not. Mame this <A Prayers and Sacrifice; profiteth. 
not the depa'ted:in Chriſt;) an;Herefie: 2;'Nor floth it.appear that: 
hitnfelf did hold that they bring {Uch-JP2ofit. to the: Dead as theſe 
Men Dream, peg. 236. . :34 He doth notat-all charge him with for-- 
ſaking the DoQrine of 'the Scripture,-.or the Faith of the Catholick: 
Church, but with rejefting the Otdex,; p. 23754: :2ferims his Argu»» 
ment would: have been ia; force. indeed, af the whole: Churthy had: 
held, as many did; 'That the Judgment after Neath was ſuſpended wntil 
the General Reſurireviion,; and; that\in'the meantime; the Sins of the Deadl 
might be taken away by the Suffrages of the Living :; But: he ſhonld have, 
conſidered; as Gobarxs (as great an Heretick as himſelf ) did that the; 
DOg>o2s were.not:agreed:ppon: the Point, p. 233.: 5.1-It wasa fools; 
i part: in hini;to-confound»thePrivart pnonof fame, with. the: - 
Gonttpon Faith oh the Unyerſal Chuxth; \ 6::That/he reproyed this: 
particular Errbry he did well; :but that:thereupon h& condemned the - 
General Praitixe of the Church, he did like him, headily and per-. 
verlly, ibidem.' As to-the-hrſt of theſe, I mult refer the Reatier to: 
KIETH Epi-- 


_under-the New Teſtament ! 
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Epiphanims' himſelf, for 'the-CharaCter | he gives''6f the Perſon and 
Opinions of Aerizs, a very Vile man, a thorough-pac'd 2rian, and 
who exceeded Aris himſelf in his new Opinions, which he imputes 
to the operation-of the [Devil ; though' he: doth not +particularly 
hame them Hereſes, yer, it is plain, he and $ Af too accounted: 
them-ſuch; \and, of the reſt, the Reader may judge'by what is here 
hid plainly before him: | ; VO IONS. 44M | 

'S. Epbhram was not much before theſe; but becauſe he was neither 

Greek nor Latin, but a Syrian, and a Man of Parts and extraordinary 
SanRity, greatly eſteemed bythe moſt excellent Perſons of that time, - 
and of -ſo-great Repitation, that his Writings were read publickly 
in divers Churches after the Holy:Scriptures,:-Þ cannot: paſs him 'by 
without taking notice of his Teſtament, his Diſcourſe to-his Diſciples 
upon his Death-Bed : wherein he tells then he is Dying, and delires 
to be mentioned in the Commemoration of their Holy Prayers ; and 
—_—_ Sins, and declaring his Senſe of the terrible Judgment 
of God, he doth admonifh, exhort, and ſtrily enjoyn them to re- 
member him conſtatitly, after b:s exit and-paſſage, in'their Prayers: 
and after-ſome Admonitioris to' them, ! and: account of himſelf,” he 
again deſires to be remembred in :their Prayers. Then he ſtrictly 
forbids his being Buried under the Altar, or in the Houſe of God, 
all Solemn Pomp, and Funeral Orations and-Encomiums; and all coſt: 
of rich Veſtments, of Grave Cloaths, of Spices, of Odors, of Candles, . 
and thelike; but deſires that all that Coſt may .be beſtowed-upon' 
the Poor; and for himſelf; that in the place of all'fuch Pomp'and 
Funeral Orations, they will accompany him with Pſalms, and help 
and aſſiſt him with their. Prayers, and Bury him in the Church-. 
yard, where the contrite in heart are.-Buried.” Then he bids them . | 
come-near and imbrace' him, for his Spirit fails him, and again in-/ 

treats them diligently to make-Oblations for him; and prettily: re- 

preſents the Communion of Saints, by-a Simile of the Sympathy of 
things in Nature, the Wine which-flowers in the Cellar, when the 

Vine Buls in the Vineyard, and the like: And tells them, that the 

Oblations of Prieſts under the Law were effeQual for thoſe who 
were {lain ini their-Sins : and how much-more the Prieſts of Chriſt 

And gives great caution, that when 
they come-to his Memory, (1 _ e -he means the Thirtieth Day, 
which he'expreſsly mentioned before-and his Anniverſaries)»eyrmiſ- 

am in Santa peccet ; that none: commit any - thing unmeet for 
holy things, ( by: any Exceſs) ; but that the Vigil be dag ew 
1z tively, 


' 
o 


OS. - 
a 2333 « ES Sn - 
ey 4 Af ent Hr IG 
© TIED CY WD rs TORE, 
any * pry” TSS x 24 34 Po L IS. 
oO I IRE, 4 "$a Ab gr Wo 
i SR, F< ? 


4 is 


( 25 ) 


tively, 2nd: reverently,” and humbly, and" holily, add purtly-Fot 


it would be a. miſerable thing for him; if by occaſion of his Me- 
mory, he ſhould be accountable to' his God for their inordinate 
Actions. Thus this Holy Man :"an Inſtance equal to a very ample 
Teltimony of the PraQtice-in thoſe parts. 7] : 

Abour the ſame time was'S. Cyril Biſhop of. Jeruſalem, He" iff 
his Myſtagogick Catechiſm concludes all "with a Deſcription and 
Scheme of the Liturgy then in uſe ;- wherein, after -mention of 
the Holy Triſagium Hymn, * Therefore, faith he, do we recite this 
Seraphick Thcology delivered to us, that in that Celeſtial Hymnoady we 
may communicate. with the ſupra-mundain Militia, ( the Heavenly 
Hot: ) and thws.\by ſuch kind of Hymns ſanltifying ' our * ſelves, we 
pray the moit benign'God that he will ſend'our' his Holy Spirit upon the 
propoſited' (Elements) that it may make the Bread the Body. of Chris7, 
and the Wine the Blood of Chrift. For certainly, whatever the Holy 
Spirit doth touch, it is ſanttified "and tranſmuted. Then ajter that 
Spiritual Sacrifice, that unbloody Worſhip. is done, (that is, after the 
Conſecration and Oblation 4in' Commemoratton of the Paſſion of 
Chriſt) over that very Hot of Propitiation' do we obſecrate God for 
the" common Peace of the Churches ; for the Tranquility of the World ; 
for Kings ;, for their Armies and Confederates > for the Sick and Afﬀti- 
ted ;, and, in ſum, for all who need Help. We commemorate alſo thoſe 
who have fallen aſleep. before ws : Firſt, the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apoſtles, —_— » "that God at their Prayers and Deprecations would 
accept ours: Then we pray for the Holy Fathers and Biſhops acceajed:; 
and, laſtly, for all who are deceaſed amongit us," bekeving it to'be a 
very great Help to the Souls, for whom the Obſecration of that tremen- 
dous Sacrifice, which is placed on rhe £ltar, is offered. 

I will add but one inſtance more for the flouriſhing times of the 
Church, and ſo comprize the whole time of the four firſt General 
Councils from firſt to laſt.  Euſebins in his 4th Book of the Life 
of Conſtantine deſcribing the Martzruim. of the Apoſtles, built by 
him at Conſtantinople, adds, chap. 60. © All theſe did the Emperor 
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< dedicate, that he might canſign to Poſterity the Memory of our 
* Saviour's Apoſtles. | But; he had another Deſign in'his Mind 
* when he built this Church : which was at firſt concealed : but 
«in the end it became known to all. For he had deſigned this 
<« place for himſelf after his Death, foreſeeing, by a tranſcendent 
& Alacrity of Faith, that-His Body-after Death ſhould be made Pax- 
* taker of the Apoſtices Apellation, that even after Death, he might be 
< eſteemed mortby of the Prayers, which ſhould be performed there 
« in Honour of the Apoſtles, believing that their Memory would 
© be uſeful and advantagions to his Soul, And afterward deſcribing 
the Solemnity of his Funeral, chap. 71. he ſaith, that *© 2 vaſt 
< Number of People, together ' with thoſe Perſons, confecrated to 
* God, not without Tears and great Lamentation, . poured forth 
« Prayers to God for the Emperor's Soul; thereby performing a moſt 
<« grateful Office to this pious Prince. And herein alſo God de- 
©< monſtrated his ſingular Favour towards his Servant, becauſe after 
< his Death, — agreeable to hi own moſt earneſt Deſere, the Ta- 
& bernacle of his thrice bleſſed Soul was vouchſafed a place with 
«the Monument of the Apoſtles; and that it might be joined 
< with God's People in the Church ; and might be vouchfated the 
<«< Divine Rights, and Myſtick Service ; and might exjoy a Commu- 
< 703 of the Holy Prayers. | 
This was but 12 years after the N:ce Council, and a great and 
moſt illaftrious inſtance of the common received and ſettled Pra- 
Rice of that time. - And here, before I proceed further, it is fit 
to conſider, how far the continuance of that wicked and ſhameful 
Abuſe by Crarmer, put upon the Church of England in his clan- 
deſtine Corruption of the True Engliſh Liturgy ; 1 ſay, the Conti- 
nuance of it to this day, whether by ſupine Negligence, or baſe 
pliance with a Faction of Seftaries, be conliſtent with that 
Profeſſion of Reverence to Antiquity in general ; and to thoſe firſt 
four General Councils in particular, which is made by all who 
pretend to be genuine Sons of the Church of England ? with their 
aſe of the Conſtantinopolitan Creed in the moſt ſolemn Office, ſo 
fouly deformed, contrary to the Publick Office at that time uſed 
in the Church, and atteſted by S. Cyril, Biſhop of Fieruſalem, who 
was preſent at that Council, and a principal Man there? How 
conſiſtent with the Statutes of moſt ancient Colleges in both the 
Univerſities, and the Oaths taken by ſo many Scholars for the 


Obſervance of them? How conſiſtent with the Belief of _ 
| Holy 
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Holy Catholick Church ;: and of ithe Commutyom of. Saints ?- with 
that Reverence and Refpe&t, which the Holy Scriptures require 
ſhould be paid to the Body of Chriſt, the Depoſitory of - Chriſtian 
Verities, and the Pillar or Monument and / Baſis of Truth ? with 
that Reverence, and:Honour, and. Eſteem, : which all true and. ge- 
nuine Chriſtians cannot but have for ſo many glorious Saints as 
flouriſhed in the Church of Chriſt, 'and 'all agreed in this: pious 
Practice for more than 1200 years from the time of Conſtantine, 
who himſelf was none of the leaſt, being'converted in an extraor- 
dinary manner by fpecial Viſion from our Saviour, and the Truth 
thereof confirmed-by very remarkable Victories, and afterward fo 
great a Promoter of Chriſtian Piety, that:he. was, as Exſebing re- 
lates, partaker of the Apoſtles appellation, being called }-eri-a@;, 
in the Officesof the' Greek Church, and defervedly : How it can be 
conſiſtent | therewith, and with Chriſtian Modeſty, to ſet up a 
Calvin, a Bucer, a Cranmer, an Uſber, like little Idols, above all ; 
and not rather. at undeniable proof of the very Spirit of Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks. ' tf enact iowudh yg 
Mr. *Baxter's Queſtions in another Cafe, notzunhkethis, may: very 


what would they have i 
Head, and caſt off Chriſt in all bis Members, and taken him to be. 4 Head 
mitbout a Body, which is no Head ; and ſo no. Chrift?* What would 
they have done, but denied his Power, and 4/ve, nnd Truth; and'conſe- 


« but ſepdrated from the Body, and ſo from the 


: * Life Ap- 
properly be propoſed to-onr modern Oppoſers of this Catholick'Pra- ##74:x, Þ.5 5. 
tice : Wold they have held Communion with the Catholick Church:for 
a Thouſand Tears together ? Or would they not, if they had lived in 
thoſe times ? If they would,: then why not: with #s, who: are. of the fame 
Tudgmens? Was -it a Duty then? | And is it wilawful now 2. If th 

would not #n all thoſe Fees have held Communion with the viſible. Charch 


quently his Redemption ;, and bis Office *:::Hath he come>at the-end of _ 


4000. years ſince the Creation, #6 redeem the World, that lay fo long. m 
arkneſs?. And hath he made ſuch wonderful Preparations: for his Church, 
bis Life and Miracles, and: Blood and. Spirit\?: &c. \and promiſed, 
That the Gates af. Hell ſhall. not prevail againſt it ;; and that his 
Kingdom ſhall. be an Everlaſting Kingdom, and: his Dominion 
endureth from. Generation to\Generation 5 wi® yet; after all.\this, 
Jhall he have. 4 Ghureh,, ( even: as the Seckers Jay) burifor-\an Age or 
the Caſe; of Baptijonirof: Infants, why [not -as good -:in the Caſe of 
Prayers and Oblations for*the Dead ? which, I think; hath.as good 
E 2 Evidence 
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Evidence of ' Apoſtolical' Original as that, or''the Lord's-Day, or 
Epiſcopacy, or a good part of the Scriptures of the New Teſta- 
ment: And if they ftand all upon the ſame Foundation, why ſhould 
they not ſtand or fall together ? _ 

'There is alſo. ar Aferrion of St, Auguſtin*s, which deſerves to be 
here con{idered'in this' Caſe 35 That * what the Univerſal Church doth 
bold, ard was nor inſtituted in Councils, but always retained,” is mo## 
7tobtly believed to have been delivered by no other than Apoſtolical Au- 
thority. For as this is a Practice which none did ever pretend was 
inſtituted by any Council; ſo'amongſt all, who have written con- 
cerning/the Original, or firſt Invention, or Introduftion of things, 
none has ever afligned any - Original: of - it in the Catholick 
Church later than the Apoſtles ; or in any part of the Catholick 
Church, later than of the reſt of Chriſtianity it ſelf. So that could 
we trace it no further back than the time of Conſtantine, it would 
be unreaſonable to believe, that the whole Chriſtian Church, 
largely ſpread 'over the: Face of the Earth, and planted by ſo 
many ſeveral Perſons at firſt, and in Places fo divided and remote- 
one-from another, ſhould fo unanimouſly agree in ſuch a Practice, 
did"'it not proceed from fome Common Cauſe; which could be no 
ether than the Mutual Agreement of all the Apoſtles in it. 

But tho? this might be ſufficient, yet have we further Evidence 
to: trace \ it, .even through: the more troubleſome -times- of the 
Churches, ſo near-to' the Apoſtles, that no Man, without Diſpa- 
ragement to. his. Judgment, .or his Honeſty, can queſtion its Ori- 
ginal to be. indeed A ical. For tho? thoſe tronbleſome times 
have left us ſo few Monuments of the Primitive Chriſtianity, in 
compariſon, that all will hardly equal the Writings of ſome one of 
the. Writers: of after-Ages ; yet among thoſe few have we'what is 
ſufficient: .:Arnobius,, an eminent Profeſſor of Rhetorick, who:had 
been a bitter Enemy againſt the Chriſtians, even in the time of 
Perſecution .under.-.Dipcleſian turned Chriſtian, and* wrote 'Severt 
Books againſt the Garrites : in the fourth of which he'expoſtnlates 
with therin this manner : Why have our Scriptures deſerved 10 be 
caſt into\'the Fire * Why. our Meeting-Places #0 be. crmelly deſtroyed, 
ia which the Great God i prayed to, 'Peace' and Pardon is beſonghy for 
all , for Magiſtrates, Armies,” Kings; our Familiar s and Enemies "ſoy. 
thoſe yet lining, and thoſe releaſed from the Bond of rhiir. Bodrts* 'Whete 
he ſpeaks of "Prayers for theſe: taft, as as. common'as-for'any of the 
reſt," About Fo years before this was.'S: Cyprian. Biſhop - of Cxr- 


thage, 
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thage, a Perſon of great Worth, and moſt deſerved Reputation in 
the Church, and at laſt a' Holy Martyr. . He in his LXVI Epiſtle 
(with his Collegnes in Council) teils the Clergy and People, to 
whom -he wrote, that their Predeceſſors, upon religious Confide- 
ration, as: a neceſſary Proviſion, had decreed, That no Chriſtian 
Brother at his Departure ſhould name a Clergy-Man for Guardian, 
or Executor ; and that if any one ſhould do this, there ſhould be 
* no Offering for him, nor Sacrifice celebrated for his Departure, for he 
doth not deſerve to be named at the Altar of God in the Prayer of the 
Prieſts, who weuld call away the Pricſts and Miniſters from the Altar : 
And therefore ſince one Vitor, . + contrary to the Order lately made 
in Council by the Prieſts, had preſumed to conſtitute a certain Pret- 
byter for a Guardian, || there ſhould no Oblation be made among them 
for his Departure, or any Deprecation commonly uſed in the Church in 
his Name, that the Decree of the Biſhops religiouſly and neceſſarily made 
might be obſerved by them, and Example given to others, &c. This 
Prohibition of thoſe things to be done, by way of Puniſhment, is 
a plain Evidence of what was accuſtomed, and ſhould have been 
done, if there had been no Prohibition: and an Evidence not of 
a ſingle Perſon, but of a Council : and not of Matter of Opinion, 
but of plain Matter of-Fa&t ; -and' that ſo notorions, as was well 
known to all, and of ſuch Importance in the Opiaion of all, as the 
Prohibition was adjudged a competent Puniſhment for ſuch a Crime, 
as they all..thought no little one : It was a kind of Excommuni- 
cation. 
Another fifty_ years before this lived/ Tertullian, a Man. of very 
mM and univerſal Learning, very acute Parts, and very ſtri&t 
or Diſcipline, and for the Orders of the Church. He mentions 
this PraQtice in divers .of his Writings, not only as common and 
uſual, but alſo as delivered -by Tradition, and ſo well known, and 
vuqueſtionable, as to be it ſelf an undeniable Inſtance and Proof 
of unwritten Traditions, This he.doth- in; his Book de Corona 215 - 
litis, S. 3. where, amongſt - the. Inſtances: which he alleadgeth for 
proof of the Anthority .of unwritten Traditions, this is. one : 
Oblationes pro Defunttis, pro Natalitiis, annua die facimus. We make 
Oblations for the Dead upon the Annual day of their Departure; 
which the Ancient Chriſtians callked their Natalitia, or Birth-Days. 
And.after all concludes, * 1f of theſe, and-other /Matrers of Diſciphne, 
you ſcek for a. Rule of Scriptures, you 'ſhall find” none: -Tradition 45 ak 
leaaged for the Author, Cuftom for. the Coufirmgr, and Faith for. the 


Obſerver. . 


* Si quis hoc 
feciſl:t, non 
offcretur pro 
£0, nec ſacrie - 
ficium pro 
Docmitione. 
tus cclebre- 
tur. Neque e« 
nim, £7, 
} Contra for- 
mam nuper 
in Concilio a 
ſacerdotibus - 
datam. 

| Non eſt 
quud pro 
Dormitione 
cJas apud vos > 
fiat Obſatio, 
aut Deprecas - 
tio aliqua noOs 
mine <Jus in 
Eccleſia fres 
quentetur. 


* Harum & 
aliarum ejuf- 
modi . difct=- 
plinarum- + 
Legem expa- 
ftules Scrie - 
pturarum, ; 
nullam inves - 
nies; Tradi- 
tio tibi pra» - 
tendituc.. at--- 
Ctrix,. Can- © 
ſuetudo con- 
ficmatrix, & : 
Fides obſer=.-- 
YalriX.-:. 


*Etpro ani- 
ma <jus orat, 
& Retrigeri- 
um interim 
adpoſtulat ei, 
S& in prima 
Reſurrectio- 
ne Conforti- 
um ; & offert 
annuis diebus 
dormitionis- 
ejus. I 10, 

+ Et jam re» 
pete apud 
Deum pro 
cujus Spiritu 
poſtules, pro 
qua-Oblatio- 
nes Annuas 
reddas. Sta- 
bis ergo ad 
Deum cum 
tot Uxoribus, 
quot illa 0- 
ratione com- 
memoras ? & 
offeres pro 
duabus, & 
commemos- 

Tas illas duas 
per facerdo- 
"tem de Mo- 
nogamia ov 
priftinum de 
virginitate 

ſanQitum, 

circumda- - 
tum virgini- 
bus & univi- 
ris? & aſcen- 
der facrifici- 
um tuum j1- 
bera fronte ? 
& inter cete 
ras 'volunta-» 
tes | boh# 
mentis po- 
ftulabis tibi, 
& uxori 'ca- 
fticatemiS1 1 
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Obſerver. But of Traditions in general he hath other Diſcourſes 
elſewhere : and of . this particular Tradition, which he does but 
only mention here, as an inſtance of Fa& not to be denied, we 
have farther mention in other of his Writings ; In his Book de 
HMonogamia, againſt ſecond Marriages, ſpeaking of the Cuſtom of 
the Widow's praying for her deceaſed Husband ; he ſays, * © She 
< prays for his Soul, and intreats for Refreſhment for him in 'the 
© interim, and Conſort in the firſt Refarrettion, and offers (for 
* him) on the Annual days of his Departure. Again, in his 
Book de Exhortat:one Caſtitatis, he thus upbraids him who had had 
ſeveral Wives: +* Say before God for whoſe Spirit thon doſt 
< pray, for which: thou doſt make thy Annual Oblations. Wilt 
« thou therefore ſtand before God with ſo many Wives, as thou 
« doſt in that Prayer remember ; and offer for two, and comme- 
< morate thoſe two by a Prieſt once married, by reaſon of the an- 
<« cient Sanction of Virginity, incompaſled with: Virgins, and once 
& married Women ? And will thy Sacrifice aſcend with Confidence ? 
« and amongſt other Habits of a good Soul, wilt thou pray for 
<« Chaſtity for thy ſelf, and thy Wife ? | : 

This, I think, is plain, and full for the common Pradtice, both 
in private, and in publick by the Prieſt at the Altar; and for the 
Tradition. But -it is ObjecteD, that Terrallian, when he wrote 
theſe Books, was a Montaniſt, and wrote them againſt the Church. 
And it is as eaſily anſwered, that it is not Matter .of Opinion, but 
Matter of Fa&, for which they are here alleadged : and it is cer- 
tain he was no Fool; which he muſt have been, if this had been 
the Praftice of the 1Montaniſts, and not of the Church. But for 
the Readers better Information, and more ample SatisfaQtion, that 
the Objection is a meer Scarecrow, and ſerves only to diſcover the 
Diſingenuity and Inconſiderateneſs of the Objectors, he muſt know, 
© That Afontanms, (and his Companions) Alcibiades and Theodorms, 
< were at firſt looked upon, in the Opinion of 'm9/ 'Men, as Pro- 
& phers : For very many Miracles of Divine Grace at that time 
« wrought in many Churches made moſt Men believe that they 
<« a1fo were Prophets. Exſeb. 5. Hift. 3. So that if Terrullian did 
believe this, it was no more than what oft others did. But what 
more ſpecially inclined him to favour AMonranys was this: He was 


a Man of great Auſterity and Striftneſs in Matters of Diſcipline, 


Penance, Faſting, Chaſtity, Suffering, &c. which were things which 
AMontanus aſſerted, and highly pretended to: Andthat which _ 
im 
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him in his Opinion of Aontarns, was ſome unhappy Contelts which 

aroſe between him and the Roman Clergy, abont ſome of theſe 

things, which gave him that Offence, that he not only reflects upon 

them in his de Corona M.litis ; Novi &. Paſtores corum, &c. but after- 

wards in his other Writings frequently calls them P/ychic;, Animal 

or Senſual Man. And this, which is obſeryable in his Writings, 1s 

alſo affirmed by S. Hierom. This was his * /Montaniſm. And * For a #9 

what is this to the Prejudice of his Teſtimony concerning Prayers _ TO * 

for the Dead ? It is fo far from that, that it is the greateſt Con- 5, N.-* * 

firmation and Amplification of it, that this Praftice and Tradition ; the Prin- 

was no part of-Montaniſm: for nothing could have.been a greater cipal = Do- 

Prejudice to the Church of Rome againſt it,; and it had certainly #-ines of Re- 

been condemned by them:: nor peculiar to the Ajr:can Church ; (gon, Fes 

but the known Practice of the Catholick Church, and of the Roman firt "tion. 

Church in particular : quite contrary to what the Objectors would '1;ft, were of 

perſuade us. But ſuch Ifatuations are the greateſt of Men ſubje&t the ſame Ops- 

to, when they will obſtinately perſiſt in the Maintenance of an il} 11 with che 

Cauſe. We may here therefore fix, upon as good ground as can pony” 4 | 

xeaſonably be deſired, this Prattice and Tradition: of the Catho- 21 'S- 3; ho 

lick Church. Rn 
And now it is time to conſider how much we are ſhort in our - 

Evidence of the Apoſtles Age; and from what Original this PraQtice 

did in truth proceed, It 1s agreed that St. Joh» wrote his Goſpel : 

about the beginning of the ſecond Century ; and that Terrmllian - 

fell to the Sed of Aontanus in the beginning of the third. Y7d. . 

Du Pin, Þ. 44- and Þ. 70. And S. Hierom informs us, that he - 

lived to a great Age, u/que ad decrepitam etatem ; and that after 

he had continued »ſque ad mediam atatem a Presbyter of the Church, , . ay 

invidia poſtea & contumeliis Clericor. Komene Ecclefie ad Montani dog- ; Afier hang 

ma delapſus. * So that he lived the greateſt and beſt part of his Lite ;, ch & 

in the ſame Age wherein St. John wrote his Goſpel, and did 40 or 45 . 

live ſome time. And here comes, as ſeaſonably as unexpeRtedly; Years, he ſe- 

to my hand, at the very inſtant that this is at the Preſs, a Book 24ra*d from + 

of a learned Opponent ; who ſeeing this too plain to be diſſem- 5,775.4 be. 

bled, and ſuppoſing that he . can otherwiſe evade the: force of a. 

this Evidence, preſents us with a. plain Confeſſion of the Mat- :ry, &c. 

ter of FaCt ; F David Blondelt t © 1 make no difficulty (faith-/#r5 Du Pin, . 

< he) to afhrm, that it might be praftifed /ome rime before the 27%, _. 

© Year 200, in as much as Tertull;an, the moſt ancient of all thoſe Fog pag - | 

© that ſay any thing of it, gumbred it even then among the Cuſtoms " 
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Champion produced, I think, any one Proof that either Tertulliar, 
or any other of the Ancient or Modern Chriſtians, did at all rely 
upon any ſuch Authority for that Praftice : but all unanimouſly 
relied upon Tradition from the Apoſtles. His whole Book is full 
of Fallacy and: Deceit, and of the very Spirit and Genius of an 
Heretick, who makes no ſcruple to abuſe the whole Church of 
Chriſt, and the moſt Excellent Perſons in it, to maintain his own 
Principles. It is certain, that divers of the great Truths of Chri- 
ſtianity were known to the Gentiles long before, and received by 

Tradition from the Common Parents of Mankind ; but received 
as Articles of Faith by Chriſtians upon the Authority of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles: And ſuch was this, which he fathers upon an Impo- 
ſtor, and pretends the Church received it from him; without any 
Proof opgither, whereas, if he was a Chriſtian, it is much more 
likely that. he received rhe Hypotheſis from the Prattice of the 
Church at that time; and is therefore - rather an Evidence of it. 
Other matters of this Book have been conſidered: by learned Men 
of our own;Country; and I think I need- ſay no more of this with 
any regard to him, rr Dope eters | 
But as to-the Practice, beſides all this poſerive and Aﬀirmative Evi- 
dence, I do deny that any competent Evidence can be produced, 
among all the Churches of the World, of any where the Chriſtian 
Religion was planted without it, or where. it was introduced by 
any particular Perſon, upon anyſpecial Occaſion, at any different 
time, after the firſt planting of :Chriſtianity there, in all thoſe Ages 
{ince the. Apoſtles ; being verily perſuaded that no ſuch thing can 
be produced, but what will ſtrongly. confirm and illuſtate the con- 
trary .Evidence; like Mr. Uſher's Floxriſh with his moſt ancient 
Manuſcript 22:fals, wherein the Commemoration of the Dead doth 
no where appear, which yet were but two in all, if not all but one 
mentioned by two ſeveral Authors, and that no.compleat Miſſal nei- 
ther, but only Ziber Sacramentorum, an Abſtra&, and it ſelf at laſt 
not to be found, as his expreſſion, habcbatur, ſeems to imply : a 
good Argument of the Agreement of all, or moſt others in that 
particular, that ſo induſtrious a Searcher into ancient Records and 
Monuments of Antiquity, of that kind eſpecially, could neither ſee 
nor hear of any other, either at home or. abroad, wherein it was 
not. . Such another Exception may perhaps - be met with, 
which may ſerve to confirm the general- Rule,; but not any thing 
conſiderable, I believe, to any other purpoſe. Certain it is, it mult 
VIM either 
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either have been ſettled in all thoſe ſeveral Places in the World, 
where Churches were planted, together with the reſt of the Chri- 
ſtian Do&rines and Inſtitutions ; and then it muſt have proceeded 
from the ſame Founders, who agreed as unanimouſly in this, as 
they did in other neceſſary things; of which ſort this may there- 
| fore be concluded to be one: or it muſt have had a ſeveral diſtint 
particular Introdu&ion by it ſelf, in all or moſt of thoſe ſeveral 
Places, and be derived from ſeveral Authors, Originals, Occaſtons 
and Times : and then the Accounts of its ſpecial and particular 
IntroduQtion, in all probability, would have very much varied in 
ſeveral places, at leaſt have remained upon Record, or by Tradi- 
tion in ſome. But not a word of any fuch thing, can 1 find, that 
was ever heard of in any part of the World ; but a Unanimous A- 


greement in all, both in the Praftice continued by Cdſtpm, and © 


Original by Tradition from the Apoſtles. A 

And thus much for Proof 4 pofterior;, from Evidence of Matter 
of Faft ; which I think enough to ſatisfie any reaſonable Man of 
competent Ability, and to convince any Man of Modeſty and Sin- 
cerity : yet. becauſe ſimple genuine Tr«th is always confiſtent with 
all that is fach, it may, ex abundants, gratifie an honeft ingetmous 
| Reader to obſerve briefly the Univerſal Agreement of this Catholick 
Practice of the Church of Chrift, 1. With common Reaſon, and 
the Nature of things: 2- With the common Sentiments of the 
Primitive Chriſtians concerning the middle State of Sonts: 3. With 
divers plain Texts of the Holy Scriptures: And 4. with the com- 
mon Practice of the Jews in and before our Saviour's time, never 
reprehended by him, or any of his Apoſtles, and therefore al- 
lowed by all, and indeed praQtifed by them: and, on the contrary, 
the Inconſiſtence of the obſtinate Oppoſition with Truth and 
Juſtice in divers reſpeQs. of: Can: i; 

As for Common Reafon > The Univerſe is of vaſt and*uncon- 


ceivable extent; in it we ſee are many great Badies, Orbs, and Re- . 
gions; the Life of Man upon this of the Earth is very ſhort; the . 


Time from the ReſurreQion of ovr Saviour to this is near 1700 
years, and how much more it may be to the General Judgment no 
Mortal knows; in the mean time the Sonls of Mortals go out of 
their Bodies in infinitely various States of Purity and Impurity : 
And certainly it is moſt reafonable that there ſhould be, not only 
one general Diſtin&ion of Souls, but moreover many diftin& Places, 
States, and Conditions, wherein the ſeparate. Souls are difpoſed, 
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according to their ſeveral Qualifications,” when they go ont of the 

. And as'that corions Obſerver of the Works of Nature, as 
well of the Holy Scriptures, the late Lord Chief Juſtice alc, ſpeak- 


: ing of towardly Plants by. Death tranſplanted. into another. Region, 
Pl 


arden of Happineſs and Comfort, adds :..** And poſſibly by con- 

<« tinuance of-time; as they-received 'Improvement and Perfe&tion 
«here, ſo in that other Region they add to-their Degrees of Perfe- 
« ion, and are promoted to farther Acceſſions, and Degrees, and 
<« Stations of Happineſs and Glory, till they come to the State of 
<« Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. - Now in. all theſe Varieties of 
States is there -nothing capable of ——_ Benefit'by the Prayers 
of the Living ? Ts there no Communion of Saints between thoſe in 
the Body, and thoſe aut'of the Body? ,, But if there be, how can it 
Meter exerciſed or expreſſed than in the ſolemn Offices of the 
Church * | 

For the Common: Sentiments of the Primitive Chriſtians, becauſe it 
would be too long to recite ſo many Teſtimonies in;this place, and 
they are collefted already to my hand by Szxts Sexenſis and.others, 
I need. bur. refer.the Reader to them. But: this alſo. is confeſſed and 
aſfrted' by Blondel and Dale ; but they would have us believe that 
they received them from an Impoſtor, a Counterfeit S:byl, a ground- - 
tefs, impudent and impious Calumny. .. | | 

The Agreement with plain Scripewres is obſervable in that expreſſion 
of .our Saviour concerning the Sin, which ſhall. not. be forgiven, 
neither in this World, neither in the World to come; Mar. 12: 32. 
and that which agrees with this, of bemg caſt into Prifon, and not 
coming out by any means, till Payment of the laſt Farthing, ar. 5. 
25. Priſoners of Hope, Zechar. 9. 11,12... Sins blatted out when 
the times of Refreſhing, ſhall come, 4. 3, 19. Such; as ſhew: the 
Incertainty: of many 'Souls:in their ſeparate State, even fnch as were 
Profeſſors of a high Form in this World, of what'their final Doom 
ſhall be at that Day, 'as Mar. 7. 22, 23. and 25. 44, 45. &c., And 
the Recompence of Rewards at that day,.2 Thefſ. 1.6, 7. I Cor. 5. 5. 
Luk. 14 1.4. 2 Tim. 4.8, &c. Which if our confident Oppoſers - 
bad ſufficiently conſtdered, one would think they ſhould not have - 
preſumed to make fo light of that middle Stave, as for the main- - 
taining of Parties to; deprive { many Souls there of all Benefit they - 
might receive by their ſurviving Friends here-z which many Appar:- + 
#025, even among Proteltants, do frequently benifier: 


Thie © 
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\!'The,Prafice of the'}:w1 l have noted already, and ſhall add:only here, That tn 
Diſcourſe. lately with one of them, he- affured me that the; Forms they now uſe 
for that purpoſe is generally believed: by. all to hare been compoſed by Exra and 
the Great Congregation. I there alſo remembred an inſtance of the Pratice of the 
Apoſtles themſelves in St. Paul's Prajer for Onefiphoris, in ſuch a Form as is hardly 
to be met with for any Perſon living, however proves it not in yair to Pray for any 
Perſon, of whom there, is Hope, but not Certainty, till that day, So'that tho” 
our great Man, with more Confidence, I'dogbt, than Conſcience, and without 
any Proof or Reaſon at all, doth poſitively. affirm him then living, p. 210. he 
gets nothing at all by it. ; | "I: 

Thus we ſee in this a Univerſal Agreement in all things: but, on the contrary, 
if we examine che Obſtinate Oppoſition of it throughout, we ſhall find nothing 
ſolid and conſiſtent in it ; neither with Truth, nor Honeſty; nor any good Con- 
ſequence: but a plauſible Pretence:cf the Pure Word of God to cover at impure 
Inclination and Defire to ſet afide the Authority which God inftituted, and ſet up 
themſelves and their 6wn Conceits in the place of it. 2. Inconfiſtent with it ſelf; 
firft, denying or cavilling at-the Antiquity or Univerſality of the Practice; and 
then, when they thought they had found out an Evaſion, confefling that, which 
they could no longer for ſhame deny, and betaking themſelves to their new In- 
vention? 3, Inconſiſtent vith the Sincerity, Simplicity, and Ingenuity of the 
Goſpel, in their ſhameleſs Shufflcs, Cavils and Evafions ;, of which I have noted 
divers, and many more might be obſerved; but there is one mot'to beomitted 
here; their alleadging the Writings of Epiphanims, Chryſoſtome, Auguſtin, and o> 
thers; againſt not only their own, but the confeſſed ancient PraCtice of the Church 
in their time, in this Caſe; Inconfiſtent with that Modeſty, Reſpect and Decency 
which the Goſpel requires toward all, in their Cenſuring as delirow, not only ſome 
particular Perſons, but generally all the moft Holy, Ancient Chriftians, in what 
was their common Sentiments, and is believed by the mot learned of the Church 
of England to be plainly taught in the 'H6ly Scriptures: 5.- Inconfiltent with that 
Reverence and Regard that Chriftians ſhould have for the Honour of the Church 
of Chrift, his Promiſes to it, and Care of, it, in ſo foul and ſcandalous an Imputa- 
tion, as that they received their common Notions of the preſent State of ſeparate 
Souls in the other World from an Impoftor; which, was not their Impudence 
therein as notorious as it is groundlefs, and-deftitute of any proof at all, might 
prove a Tentation to unſettled Souls, to ſuſpeR all to be no better : And for 
other Conſequences, it is plain. they lead the way.to all others to rejedt theirown 
uſurped Authority with the ſame Eaſe and Impudence. that they do that of the 
Church of Chiift ; and to fet up their own Conceits againft theirs, and pretend 
Scripture for it; and ſo to an endlefs Courſe of Separations, Schiſms, Sects and 
Confufions;z and, in concluſion, fet up that Authority over others, which they 
themſelves in the mean time reject; as by their Symod of Dore, and others in France 
appears: And beſides all this, it is much to be feared, that they lead multitudes of 
Souls into that miſerable Security and Preſumption, wherewith our Saviour hath 
acquainted us that mMiy will find themſelves deceived at that day, Mar. 7. 22. And 
therefore if theſe be not pertinacious Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, ſpeaking per- 
verſe. things to draw away Diſciples after them, and therefore carefully 'to. be 
avoided, I know mt 'who ares or what ſo. many Cautions in' the Scripture £6 
that purpoſe do fignifie, 
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The Dodtrine. of the Scriptures concerning 


The Middle State of Souls : 
And the. Tradition of the Church for 


' Prayers for the DEAD: 


Samm'd up by Dr. Fer. Taylor, late Biſhop of Down and 
Conner. With the Judgment of Mr. Herbert Thorudike, 
2 late moſt Learned Prebend of Weſtminſter. 


Ltho there hath been lately Printed a Diſcourſe of Prayers for the 
{{ Dead, proving the Praftice and Tradition thereof in the 


Church zo be truly Catholick, -and a; competent Evidence of Apo- 


ſtolick Original and Authority ;' where divers Learned Proteſtants 
are alleadged- to have been of the ſame Opinion; yet for the Readers far- 
ther Satisfattion im that reſpelt, it hath been thought fit to Print the Diſ- 
courſe of theſe two other eminent Perſons of the Church of England, more 
at large than was thoughr proper for that place. And firſt, that of the 
late-Biſhop Dr. Jer. Taylor. 


1. 'Of the Middle State of Souls. 


T HE Holy Jeſws promiſed to the bleſſed Thief, That he 
ſhould that Day be with Him in Paradice : which therefore 
was certainly a Place or State of Bleſſedneſs, becauſe it was 
a Promiſe; and in the Society of Jeſws, whoſe penal and affliftive 
part of his Work of Redemption was finiſhed upon the Crofs. - Our 
Bleſſed Lord did not promiſe he ſhould that day be with him in 
his K:99dom ;, for that day it was not-opened, and the everlaſting 
doors of thoſe interior Receſles were to be ſhuttill after the Reſur- 
retion:that himſelf was to aſcend thither, and make way for all his 
Servants to enter, in the ſame Method in which he went before us. 
Our Bleſſed Lord deſcended into 'Hell, faith the-Creed of the Apo- 
ſtles, from the Sermon of St.-Perer, as te from the Words of Da- 
vid; that is, intothe State of Separation and common-Receptacle 
of Spirits, according to the Style of Scripture. But the Name of 
Þell is no where ig Scripture an MY TAN of the Kingdom: of ::,, 
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C2) 
Chriſt, of the Place of final and ſupream Glory. But concerning 
the Verification of oor Lord's Promiſe to the beatified Thief, and 
his own State of Separation, we-muſt take what Light we can fron 
Scriptare, and what we can. from. the Doftrine of the Primitive 
Church. St. Paul had two great Revelations : he. was wrapt up: 
into Paradice, and he was wrapt up into the tiird Heaven : and 
and theſe he calls Y3ſons, and Revelzrions, not-one, but divers: for 
Paradice is diſtinguiſhed from the Heaven. of the Bleſſed, being it 
ſeif me ra of _ Souls _ —— _ C—_ of. 
els, and happy by being a Repoſitory pirits, who at- 
_—_ of Judgment ſhall go forth-into Eternal Glory. In the in- 
terim Chriſt hath trod all the Paths before us, and this alſo we- 
muſt paſs through to arrive at the Courts of Heaven. Juſtin Mar-- 
bs it was the: DvQtrine of Heretical Perſons, to ſay that the 
of the Bleſſed inſtantly, upon the Separation from- their Bo-- 


and the intermediate Receptacle 
bleſſed, but bugely differing in« $ | 
che Aſſertion, that tillthe Voiceof the great Arch-Angel be h 
and as long as Chriſt ſits at the right-hand of his Father, making 
interceſſion for the Church, ſo long bleſſed Souls muſt expe the 
Aſſembling of their Brethren, the great Congregation of theChurch,. 
that they may. all paſs from-their outward Courts into the inward. 
Tabernacle, the Hely of Holies, tothe Throne of God. And as it 
is-certain that no Soul could: enter into- Glory before-our Lord'en-- 
zred, by whom we hope to have Acceſs: So it is moſt agreeable to 
zthe-proportion. of the-Myſteries of our Redemption, that we be- 
lieve the Entrance into-Glory to-have been made by our. Lord at his: 
Glorious Aſcenſion.; and that his Soul- went not thither. before- 
then, to come: back: again, tobe: contracted into the Span of Hu- 
mantty, and dwell Forty days-iizhis Body upon Earth, But that-he 
ſhould returo.from Paradice, .that-is, from the- common Receptacle- 
of departed Spirits, who died in the-Love of God, to Earth agatn, 
hat in it no- IefſEning of his Condition ; ſince- Himſelf. in Mercy 
called back Lazarus fram thence; and ſome-others alfo returned to 
tive a. Life of Grace; which in all Senſes is leſs than the: leaft of 
Glories, Sufficient it: is to us, thatall Holy-Souls departing go in-- 
to the hands, that is, into the-Cuſtody:of-our Ford; that they reſt 
from their Labours ;; that their Works ſhall.-fofow them, and: over»- 
take them too, at. the day of Judgment ;_ that they are. —_— 
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Teatlps that they are viſited by Angels; that God. Tends, as the 
pleaſes, excellent. Irradiations and Types of Glory to entertain 
them in _ Medonsz __ their a is ſecured : f fore 
'Crown of Right is laid up againſt the great Day of - 
ment, and then to be produced and given to St. Paul, yo to all ths 
love the Coming of our Lord ; that is, to all,, who either here in 
Duty, or in their Receptacles, with-Joy and certain Hope long for 
þ-ae roggrmars of bn oy a _—_— _ will 
ſen Angels, and t | t | the four 
Winds; and all the Bebe of | en. exit Perſons, they ſhall trop 
into Everlaſting Burning, Then our Bleſſed Lord ſhall call to the 
Elec to enter into the Kingdom, and rezd& the Curſed into the 
Portion of Devils; for whom the Fire is but: now ty in the 
interval; For we mui# all appear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriit, 
(faith St: Paul) that every Man may receive in his Body according as 
he bath done, whether is be Good or Evil. Ont of the Body the Re- 
ward is not. Aad therefore St. Peter that God hath. deli- 
vered the Evil Augels imo Chains of Darkneſs, to-be reſerved unto Judg- 
ment, And St. Jude faith, that the. Angels, which kept nor their firſt 
Eſtate, but left their firſt Habitation, he hath reſerved in everlaſting - 
Chains, under Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the Great Day. And there- - 
fore the Devils expoſtulated with our Bleſſed Saviour, Art Thow come 
to Torment #« before the Time? And the ſame alſo he does to Evit 
Men, Reſerving. the. Unjuſt unto the Day of Fudgment to be punifued. 
For ſince the Xiions which are to be-judged, are the Actions of 
the whole Man, ſo alfo muſt be the Judicature. And our Bleſſed 
Saviour A this. to his Apoſtles; _ "7 MONCS ave 
many . tons: but I go to. prepare a Place for of I go- 
away, I will come again nd = | _ 20180 me 5; hackers I pm Hr 
ye may he alſo. At Chriſt's ſecond Coming this is to be performed. 
Many outer Courts, many different. , or different States, - 
there may be, and yet there is a Place, whither holy Souls ſhall ar- 
rive at laſt, which was not then ready for us, and was not to be 
entred into until the Entrance of our Lord had made the Prepara- 
zi0n : and that is, certainly, +he #Higheft Heaven, called by St. Pal, 
the third Heaven; becauſe the other Receptacles were ready, and full 
of holy Souls, Patriarchs and Prophets, and holy Men of God ; 
concerning whom St. Paul affirms expreſsly., that tbe  Fachers re- 
ceived not the Promiſes : God having provided ſome. better thing for us, 
-that they without ms ſhould not be made _— Therefore certain it 
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is that their Condition was a State of Imperfeftion, and yet they 
were placed 'in Paradice, in. Abraham's Boſom : and thither Chriſt 
went, and the bleſſed Thief attended Him. And'then it was that 
Chriſt made their Condition better. For tho? ſtill it be a Place of 
Relation in order: to ſomething ur do it, yet the Term and Object 
of their Hope is changed. . They fate in the Regions of Darkneſs, 
expefting that Great Promiſe made to Adam and the Patriarchs, the 
Promiſe of the-Meſſias - but when He that was promiſed came, He 
preached to the Spirits in Priſon, He communicated to them the Myſte-. 
ries of the Goſpel, the Secrets of the Kingdom, the things hidden from 
eternal Apes, and taught them to-look up to the Glories purchaſed : 
by his Paſſion, and made the term of their Expectation be his ſecond 
Coming, and the ObjeRs of their Hope, the Glories of the Beatifick 
Viſion. And altho' the State of Separation is: ſometimes in Scri- 
Pture .called Heaven, and ſometimes Dell ; (for theſe Words in. 
Scripture are of large Significations; ) yet- it is never called the 
third Heaven, nor the Dell of the damned. For altho* concern- 
ing it nothing is clearly. revealed, or what is their Portion till the 
Day of Judgment; yet it is intimated in a Parable, that between. 
Good and Evil Spirits, even in the: State -of Separation, there is a 
Diſtance of-Place. Certain it is there is a great Diſtance of Con-_ 
dition: and as the holy Souls in their Regions of Light are full of 
Love, Joy, Hope, and Longing for the Coming of the Great Day ; ſo 
the Accurſed.do.expett it with an inſupportable Amazement, and, 
are preſently tormented with Apprehenſions of the Future; Happy. 
are they that through Paradice paſs mto the Kingdom, who from 
their higheſt Hope, paſs to the greateſt Charity ; from the State of 
a: bleſled Separation, to the Mercies and gentle Sentence of the Day 
of Judgment, which St. Paul prayed to God to grant Oneſiphorus ;, 
and more explicitly for the Theſſalonians, that their whole Spirit, and. 
Soul, and Body, be preſerved blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord Teſus.. 
And I pray God to grant the ſame to me, and all Faithful Peopte . 
whatſoever. Life and Death of the Holy Jeſus, SeA. 16. F. 1. : 


2. Of Prayers for the Dead. 


We figd in the Hiſtory of the Maccabees, that the Jews did pray, . 
Y and make Offerings for the Dead':. which alſo appears by 

other Teſtimonies, and'by. their Forms of Prayer {ti} extant, which.. 
they uſed in their Captivity. It 1s very conſiderable, that- ſince 
# 0 HY 


EE 
or bleſſed Saviour did reprove all the evil DoCtrines'and Traditions 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, and did argne concerning the Dead and 
the Reſurrettion againſt the Sadducees, yet he ſpake no word againſt 
this publick Practice, but left it as he fonnd it : which He, who 
came to declare to us all the Will of his Father, would not have 
done, if it had not been Innocent, Pious, and full of Charity. . 

To which, by way of Conſociation, if we add, That St. Paul did 
pray for Oneſiphorus, That God would give him Mercy at that Day, 
that is, according to the Stile of the New Teſtament, the Day of 
Judgment; the reſult will be, That altho? it be probable that Ore- 


ſphorus was at that time dead; becauſe in his Salutations he ſalutes 


tis Houſhold, without naming hm whowas Major domo, againſt his 
Cuſtom of Salutations in other places: yet belides this, the Prayer 
was for fuch a Bleſſing to him, whoſe Demonſtration and Reception. 
could not be but after Death: which implies clearly that there'is 
a Need of Mercy ; and, by conſequence, the Dead People, even to 
the Day of Judgment, incluſively are the Subje& of a Miſery, the 
Object of God's Mercy, and therefore fit to be commemorated in 
the Duties of our Piety and Charity ; 'and that we are-to recom-' 
mend their Condition to God, not only to give them more Glory 
in the Re-union, but to pity them to ſuch purpoſes in which they 
need: Which, becauſe they are not reyealed to us in particular, it 
hinders us not in recommending the Perſons in-particular to God's 
Mercy, but :thould rather excite our Charity and Devotion : For it 
being certain that they have a Need of Mercy, and it being uncer-. 
tain how great their Need 1s,- it may concern 'the Prudence of Cha-' 
rity to: be more earneſt, as not knowing the Greatneſs of their: 
Necellity. | | 

And if there ſhould be any Uncertainty in theſe: Arguments, yet 
its having been the Univerſal Prattice of the Charch of God 1n all 
Places, and in all Ages, till within theſe Hundred: Years, it is a very 
great Inducement for any Member of the Church to believe that in 
the firſt Traditions of Chriſtianity, and the Inſtitutions Apoſtolical; 
there was nothing delivered. a ainſt this PraQice, but very much to 
inſinuate or enjoin it ; becauſe the Pratice of it was at the firſt, and 
was Univerſal. And if any Man ſhall doubt of this; he ſhews..no- 
thing but that he 1s. ignorant of the Records of the Chnrch, it being, 
plain'in Tertull;anand S. Cyprian, (who were the eldeſt Writers of. 
the Zavn Church? that in.their time'it was, ab Antique, the Cuſtom. 
of the Church to pray' for the Souls” of the Faithful departed in = 
dreadful - 


(6) 
dreadful Myſteries. And it was an Inſtitution Apoſtolical, ( fays 
one of them) and fo. tranſmitted to the following Ages. of the 
Church: And when once it began to be conteſted againſt by Aerixe, 
the Man was preſently condemn'd for a Heretick, as appears in Eps- 
phanizs. Thus far in the Perſon of a Romaniſt : to which he ada; : 

Note. 7þz But I am not to conſider the Arguments for the Dottrine it ſelf, 
was written altho* the Probability and fair Pretence of them may help to excuſe 
-n thoſe times, ſych Perſons, who upon theſe or the like Grounds do heartily be=- 
o_—_ ae ":-, lieve it. But I am to conſider that, whether it be true or falſe, 
Santo pro- there is "0 manner of Malice in it;, and, at the wort, it is but a 
eſs ſuch an wrong Error upon the Right ſide of Charity ; and concluded a- 
Opinion. Fpainſt by irs Adverſaries upon. the Confidence of ſuch Arguments, 

which poflibly are not ſo probable as the Grounds pretended for it. 

And if the ſame Judgment might be made of any mare of their - 
Dodrines, I think it were betrer Men were not ſo furious in the con-. 
demning ſuch Queſtions, which either they underſtood not upon the 
Grounds of their proper Arguments, or at leaſt conſider not, as. 
ſubje&ed in the Perſons, and-leflened by-Circymſtances, by the In- 
nocency of the Event, or other Prudential Conſiderations. 

He bad ſaid before, No. 2. Theſe Dorines that have bad long, 
Continuance and Poſſeſſion in the Church, cannot eaſily be ſuppoſed, in: 
the preſent Poſleſſors, to be a Deſign, ſince they have received it; 
from ſo many Ages; and it is not likely that all Ages ſhould have 
the ſame Purpoſes ; or that the ſame Doctrine ſhould ſerve the {e. 
veral Ends of divers Ages. But however, long Preſcription is a 
Prejudice, oftentimes ſo inſupportable, that it cannot with many: 
Arguments be retrenched, as relying upon theſe Grounds ; That. 
Truth is more ancient than Falſhood. That God would not for ſo. 
many Ages forſake his Church, and leave her in an Error : That 
whatſoever is New, is not only ſuſpicious, but falſe : which are 
Suppoſitions pious and plauſible enough. Lobercy of Profeſying, Y. 20. 


The Judgment of Mr. Thorndike, in his Learned, | m_q_ and. 
EHmef Book, Entituled, Juſt Weights and ures, c. x'S, 


Have ſhewed out of the Revelation, That the Souls of Martyrs, 

I appearing before the Throne of God, in the Court of the Taber- 
nacle; ( to wit, in the Jeruſalem which s above) the Throne appears - 
to St. John indeed ; but it is to be underſtood in the Holy off Hokes ; 
and therefore is not ſeen in che Conre of the Tabernacle, But, thoſe. 
144000 
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F44500 that: were ſealed;. and preſerved from the Deſtru&ion of 
Jeruſalem, appear not inthe Court of the Tabernacle, but on Mount 

Sion, a Place of inferior Holineſs ; and fing not the Martyrs Song, 

but are only able to learniv,. which no body elſe could do: Sufficient 
Arguments of Difference in the State of Bleſſed Souls, tho? all beneath 

that which the RefurreQion promiſeth ; which all of them earneſtly 

deſire. ' Suppoſe the Place to be the third Heaven; —_ that it is 

called Paradice, ( becauſe of neceſſity it. anſwers the Figure of the 

Earthly Paradice ;) ſuppoſe that, in reſpect of the Saints that died 

nader the Law, it is called Abraham's Boſom ;, there may be inferior 

Manſions in the mean time before the Reſu for Souls of infe- 

rior Holineſs, tho? they depart in the State of Grace : For how oft 

do the Apoſtles ſignifie a ſolicirous ExpeBtation of the Day of Judg- 

ment, in thoſe whom they ſuppoſe to die Chriſtians? a thing, which 

can by no means. ſtand with the Eſtate of thoſe that are before the 

Throne of God, praiſing Him Day and Night in the Court of 

the Tabernacle. And therefore S..4mbroſe and S. Auguſtin had great | 
Reaſon to follow the Fourth Book of * Efaras, placing the gene- * 2 E/d. 4: 
rality of Souls departed in the State of Grace, in certain. ſecre: Re- 4%» 42: 7-32 
ceptacles ; ſignifying no more than the unknown Condition of their 

Eſtate. For the Prattice of the Ehurch in interceeding for them at the 
Celebration of the Eucharilt, is ſo General, and fo Ancient, that it 

cannot be thought to have come in upon.* Impoſture ; but that the * As Blon= 
fame Aſperſion will ſeem to take hold of the'C on Chriſtianity. - & Dalle 

What hinders them to receive Comfort & Refreſhment, Reſt, and 74% _ 

Peace, and: Lighit, by the Viſitation of God, by the Conſolation of —— ; 
his Spirit, by his -_r Angels, to ſuſtain them in the ExpeQation aferced;wvcb- 
of their Trial, andthe Anxieties they are to paſs through, during «ww aw 
the time of it? And tho? there be Hope for thoſe that are moſt Ground «s alk. 
folicitons to live and. die good Chriſtians, that they are in no fach 

Sufpence, but within the bounds of the Heavenly Ferzſalem ;. yet 

becauſe their Condition is uncertain,-and where there is Hope of 

the better, there is Fear of the worſe; therefore the Church hath 

always aſſiſted them with the Prayers of the Living,&c. All Members 

of the Church Triumphant in Heaven, according to the degree of 

their Favour with God, abound alſo with Love to his Church Mili- 

tant on: Earth, &c, It is certain, both that they offer coatinuat 

Prayers to God: for thoſe. Neceflities ( of the Church Afilitunt 0: 

Earth ) and that their Prayers muſt: needs be of great force ands 

effeQ. with God, for the-Aſſiſtance of the Chiurck. Militant a—_ 
Warfare. 


(83) 
-- Warfare, Which if it be. true, theConmutiiont of Saints will neceſſh- 
rily require, that all who remain. ſolicitous of their Trial be aſſiſted 
by the Prayers of the Living, for preſent Comfort; and+future Refſt : 
_ (ard) that the Living beg of Goda Part -and Intereſt in the Benefit of 
thoſe Prayers, wiftch they who.are-ſo near to.God..in hisi'Kingdom 
tender Him without ceaſing for the Church:-yupon Earth, '&c, | 
Again, Chap: 22, The Eloquence, whereby the Church age to 
prevail with God, was the Devotion and Unity which-it celebra- 
, teth the Sacrament with, -But I-myſt by no means leave this place 


_ till I have paid the Debt, which I owe. to- the : Qpinion, : which 1. 


have prenuſed - and openly, profeſs again: and. again, that we weigh 
. not by our own Weights, nor-mete by our own Meaſtres, (do 'nor 
7#ſtly ) if believing one Catholick Church, and/enjoying Epiſcopacy 
and the Church Lands upon that account we recall not the Memo- 
ial of the Dead, as-well as of the- Living, into this Service. There 
is the fame Ground to believe the Communion. of Saints. in the 
Prayers, which thoſe that depart in-the higheſt Favour with God 
wake for us.z (azd) in the Prayers which we make for thofe, that 
depart in the loweſt degree of Favour with God ; that there is for 
the Common Chriſtiamty ; namely, the Scriptures interpreted by 
the perpetual Prattice of God's Church.. Therefore there is ground 
enough, for the Faith of all Chriſtians, ' that thoſe. Prayers are /ac- 
. Cepted,, which deſire God to hear: the Saints for us; to ſend the 
Deceaſed in Chriſt Reſt, and Peace, and Light, and Refreſhment, 


and a good Trial at the Day of :Judgment, and Accompliſhment 


*.So be mo- of Happinels after the ſame. .. And ſeeing-the * abating of the firſt 
deftly cals the Form, under Eaward 6. hath wrought no Effe&, bit to' give them 
Honey " 4= that deſif'd it an ANpents to root up the whole ; what Thanks can 
| baſe P44, we render to. God, for eſcaping ſo Sreat a danger, but by ſtickin 

and Nation, firm to aR U LE, that will ſtick firm to us, and-carry us through 
in corrupting any diſpute in Religion,' and land us in the Haven of a quiet Con- 
tbe True En+ ſcjence; what Troubles ſoever we may paſs through, in maintaining, 
gk oy” ” That the Reformation of the Church will never. be according to the 
= &:, Rule which it ought to follow, till it cleave to the Catholick Church 

; of Chriſt in this particular. It 4 


4 IS 


Sald by Jobm Davies, at Mr. Thompſo's in Dean's Cour ver 
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